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Volunteers 
are fit 
for work 


Disabled charity volunteers 
are losing their Invalidity 
Benefit (IVB) because they 
have been told that if they 
are fit enough to do charity 
work, they are fit enough to 
get a job. 

Peggy Pryer, from Canter- 
bury, discovered she would lose 
her IVB in April after winning 
a battle to get wheelchair access 
and car-parking facilities at her 
local. Department of Social 
Security (DSS) office. 

She is a member of the Can- 
terbury Community Health 
Council and of the Kent-based 


charity Self Help for People in- 


Pain (SHIP). 

“T take part in activities to 
the extent that my pain allows 
me to,” said Mrs Pryer. “If I 
do something one day, I’m out 
for the count two or three days 
recovering. But this did not 
stop the DSS telling my doctor 
that if was able to organise 
meetings, I was fit enough to 


Continued on page 9 


For ten years we've been 
producing the famous 
Chairman Escort. 


Experience counts, ask 
one of the 500 Chairman 
Escort owners. 


Trust the Old Masters... 


It’s an Original. 


®@ Designed for non-transferring 
wheelchair users. 

@ Nationwide service. 

®@ Excellent warranty and 
aftercare. 

®@ Motability approved. 

@ No hidden extras. 

@ Genuine customer service. 


Established 1922. 


TEL: FREEPHONE 0800 220878 


H 


e’s done it! Huang Sheng, 5 


= E o asi 


, could not sit up unaided when he came to Scotland in March 


with his mother (/eft) and father (DN, April). Now he is taking his first steps, thanks to ther- 
apist Madelaine Szadurski (right) and the Scottish Council for Spastics. The family will be 


staying another four weeks in Edinburgh before they return to China. 


SCOTSMAN PUBLICATIONS 


DLA delivery ‘a nightmare’ 


The Government has been 
severely reprimanded for 
making the delivery of Dis- 
ability Living Allowance 
(DLA) a “nightmare” for 
disabled people. It will now 
compensate those who have 
waited longest. 

The first slap came from the 
Commons Social Security 
Committee in May. MPs said 
in certain cases the Benefits 
Agency (BA) delays were “tan- 
tamount to maladministration”. 
Some people died before their 
claims were made, others 
waited a year, and some were 
left without any money at all. 
Many others lost out on bene- 
fits and services which DLA 


made them eligible for. 

“We are left with the clear 
impression that the delivery of 
DLA has for many people been 
a nightmare,” said the Com- 
mittee. 

The second slap came from 
the Parliamentary Ombudsman, 
a Government watchdog, who 
also accused the Department of 
Social Security (DSS) of mal- 
adminstration. 

Ombudsman William Reid 
said the DSS had not forecast 
accurately how quickly claims 
would come in after its £6.4 
million publicity campaign, or 
that there would be a surge in 
applications for the benefits 
which DLA was to replace. 


And the rules for dealing with 
the new benefits were complex 
and made late. 

By June 1992 - three months 
after the new introduction of 
the» .benefits - there were 
400,000 claims outstanding. Of 
these, 124,000 were for DLA. 

Social Security Secretary 
Peter Lilley has now 
announced that compensation 
for delays can be claimed after 
six months instead of 12. 

And a special payment will 
be made to people who made a 
new claim for DLA, Atten- 
dance or Mobility Allowance 
between 3 February 1992 and 
were paid before 1 April 1993. 

Continued on page 10 


Disabled shoppers kept out 


Disabled people are being 
barred from town centre 
shops due to the growing 
pedestrianisation of 
Britain’s high streets. 

There have been protests in 
Cambridge, Birmingham, 
Hemel Hempstead, York and 
Aberdeen about the schemes, 
which banish cars from shop- 
ping areas. 

In Cambridge, disabled and 
elderly people demonstrated 
last month in the town centre. 

Protests by Birmingham 
Royal Institute for the Blind 


have forced Birmingham City 
Council to rip out lamp posts, 
flower tubs, seats and advertis- 
ing columns put in as part of a 


£6 million pedestrianisation 
scheme. 

Disabled people in Hemel 
Hempstead have condemned 
local pedestrianisation as a 
“disaster”. os 


Mike Rogers, an amputee, 
said: “I used to park near the 
main post office in a disabled 
parking place, but these places 
no longer exist. Now, if I wish 
to visit the post office or nearby 


shops, I have to walk some 
three hundred yards to reach a 
parking space. [ve written to 
Dacorum council’s access offi- 

cer, but received no reply.” 
The Automobile  Associa- 
tion’s disability consultant, Roy 
Thompson, is calling on local 
authorities to provide more 
parking spaces for Orange 
Badge holders. “Our research 
has shown that 40 per cent of 
disabled motorists have had to 
abandon a shopping journey 
because they could not find a 
Continued on page 6 


2 NEWS 


Disability groups unite over ‘mean’ VAT policy 


Four leading disability groups 
are protesting about the grow- 
ing number’ of products 
designed for disabled people 
that have had their VAT 
exemption removed by Cus- 
toms and Excise officials. 

The Disabled Living Foun- 
dation (DLF), the Royal Asso- 
ciation for Disability and 


Rehabilitiation, the Keep Able 
Foundation and DIAL UK 


(National Association of Dis- 
ablement and Advice Services) 
have written to the Paymaster 
General, John Cope, asking for 
a meeting as soon as possible. 

DLF director Charles Moore 
said: “The Government is 
being very mean. There is 
clearly a tightening of proce- 
dures and disabled people are 
paying for it. 

“We are keen to have an 


open discussion with Mr Cope 
because many disabled people 
are rightly worried and it is built by the 
important that this situation is based __firm, 
cleared up.” 

So® fare VAR erhas sebeen 
charged on print magnifiers, 
bed-wetting alarms and TENS 
machines for people with 
chronic pain (DN, May). Last 
month a motor caravan for dis- 
abled people joined the rapidly 


growing list. 


Eagle 


for disabled people. 


A) Gh 


Mobility 


it means a 
great deal! 


The AA understands the importance of mobility 
to the motorist who is disabled. That’s why 
we’ve developed a special membership 
package for your particular needs. 


AA Helpline telephone number 

To help motorists who are disabled, on any issue. 
Calls are free and lines are open 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. 


Priority assistance 

Calls from members who are disabled are treated 
as a priority. The AA has more patrols than any 
other UK motoring organisation so no matter 
when or where you break down assistance will 
arrive promptly. 

Reduced membership rate 

Negotiated with RADAR, a discount of 12.5% is 


available on AA membership. And if you drive an 
invalid carriage membership costs just £10 a year. 


Free publication 
The AA Rover “Guide for the disabled traveller” 
helps you travel with confidence. 


AA Callsafe 

If you can’t get to a phone we can still get to you. 
All without leaving the security of your car. 

Phone the Helpline for more details of 
subscription costs. 


For more information on these and many other 
services for motorists who are disabled... 


f~ 
now &FREE on 0800 262 050 


(Includes Minicom facilities for the profoundly deaf.) 


The Automobile Association, Fanum House, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2EA 


The Silver motor caravan, 
Southampton- 


Homes UK, has wide doors, 
lowered work tops, ramps and 
extra space for a wheelchair. 
But Customs and Excise offi- 
cials have refused to grant VAT 
relief because they claim it has 
not been exclusively designed 


Director Peter Juggins said: 
“I am both surprised and angry 
at this ridiculous decision. 
Eighty per cent per cent of our 
vehicles are designed for dis- 
abled people and we have never 
had any problems before.” 

A spokesperson for the Cus- 
toms and Excise Board com- 
mented: “These is no new 
policy or tightening of proce- 
dures.” 


Paralympic Gold medallist 
Tanni Grey from Cardiff 
was ahead of the rest when 
she received the new “John 
Groom” scented rose. See it 
on Peter Beales’ stand (H12) 
at the Chelsea Flower Show. 
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Delay costs council 
The local - government 
ombudsman has told Wirral 
council in Merseyside to 
pay £2,000 compensation to 
a disabled man who waited 
five years for adaptations. 

The council agreed in 
1987 that the man needed a 
ground-floor toilet, a lower 
bath and a stair lift, but the 
work was not finished until 
1992. Ombudsman Patricia 
‘Thomas said the delay was 
| “not acceptable”. 


New design awards 
Promoting design excellence 
so as to improve the quality 
of life for disabled people is 
the aim of awards launched 
in May by the Disabled 
Living Foundation (DLF). 

_ Sponsored by the British 
Surgical Trades Association, 
the competition is open to 
| all UK manufacturers and 
suppliers of equipment for 
people with disabilities. 
The eight judges, led by 
| Lord McColl, professor of 
surgery at Guy’s hospital, 
are: Diane Byrne (Arthritis 
Care); Valerie Cann (MS 
Society in Greenwich); 
Cherna Crome (design con- 
sultant and carer); Sam Gal- 
lop (honorary chair of the 
| Limbless Association); 
| Robert Jackson (Derbyshire 
Centre for Integrated Liv- 
ing); Grace Sweeney (occu- 
pational therapist), and DN 
editor Mary Wilkinson. 


| Forms for the 1993 Independent 
Living Design Awards from 
the DLF, tel: 071-289 6111. 
Closing date: 30 September. 


EEZEE-RISE 


“TI can park where I ****ing like” 


and much more, greeted disabled driver Ken Blomer when 


he challenged a mother of two toddlers about parking in a disabled space at an Asda store near 
Reading. Such experiences were an “eye-opener” for the Auto Express reporter. 


Two career civil servants are 
moving into the voluntary sec- 
tor as chief executives. 


Ann Robinson, 51, (above) 
will join the Spastics Society in 
August. 

Starting as a typist in the 
Ministry of Defence, she trans- 
ferred to the Social Security 
Department in 1965 and rose 
through the ranks, with pauses 
at the London School of Eco- 
nomics and the Central Policy 
Review Staff (“think tank”) to 


The Robinsons are now happy because they asked 


themselves. 


Why are we moving home? 
Why leave surroundings we've been happy with 


for years? 


Why give up close friends? 
Why throw away our life savings when for 
a fraction of the cost of moving home we could 


fit the new concept 


RECHARGEABLE POWER PACK STAIRLIFT 
from GRORUD 


"It will carry up to 25 stone" 
"It is designed to blend into 
most surroundings" 

"It is battery operated so 
removing the fear of Power 
Failure with electrically 
operated STAIRLIFTS" 


New faces in disabi 


reach under secretary, director 
of policy and planning, at the 
Benefits Agency in 1990. There 
she was responsible for plan- 
ning the “one stop” service and 
producing a customer charter. 
She also set up a disability 
forum, where voluntary organi- 
sations can voice their opinions 
about implementing benefits. 
Earlier, as controller of the 
London North Social Security 
Region, she was responsible for 
10,000 staff in 72 local offices 


Year Makers 
GUARANTEE 


AUTO EXPRESS 


lity field 


with a. £130 million budget. 
Spastics Society chairman 


Anthony Hewson said: “We are~ 


extremely fortunate to have 
found a person of Ann Robin- 
son’s calibre. She has the expe- 
rience, energy and commitment 
to move the Society forward in 
a safe and secure manner.” 

Motability, the charity which 
helps disabled people get cars 
and. wheelchairs, will have 
Simon Willis, 32, (/eft) as its 
chief from 1 June. Hé ‘comes 
via Oxford University and the 
Social Security Department. In 
1991 he was’private secretary to 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott. 

“IT hope he will bring a fresh 
view to Motability, developing 
what is good and changing 
what isn’t,” said Douglas Camp- 
bell of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association. “If he wants to know 
what disabled people want, we are 
here, ready to tell him.” 


Disabled 
people fear 
attacks 


Disabled people are three times 
more likely to be attacked in 
their homes than their able- 
bodied neighbours, according 
to a council survey published 
last month. 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
Council in West London sent 
questionnaires to 5,500 house- 
holders and interviewed 195 
disabled people. 

The council found that: 
more than half never or 
rarely went out in the evenings 
because they felt too frightened 
* tricksters are more likely to 
prey on disabled people, who 
are also at greater risk of break- 
ins and attacks by intruders 

* there is a greater risk of dis- 
abled people falling victim to 
street crime and harassment 

* more than half had been 
physically attacked by someone 
they knew 

* disabled people feel vulnera- 
ble to all kinds of crime. 

The survey also revealed that 
many disabled people do not 
report crimes because they lack 
confidence in the police. 

Barry Sheerman, Labour’s 
spokesperson on disability, said 
the report was “‘absolute dyna- 
mite”. He has written to the 
Home. Secretary urging action 
to help disabled people lead 
safer lives. 


* 


and Harassment, £6, 
Hammersmith and = -Fulham 
Council, Hammersmith Town 
Hall, King Street, Hammersmith 
W6 9FU, tel: 081-741 2685. 


Crime 


HIATUS HERNIA ¢ STRESS ¢ STIFF JOINTS * INSOMNIA 
“ACHES & PAINS ¢ POOR CIRCULATION © ARTHRITIS 
RHEUMATIC PAINS ¢ RESPIRATORY COMPLAINTS 


BACKPAIN 


The Concern For Comfort adjustable bed is your 
personal comfort centre. Relief from cramped 
muscles and aching joints - gain independence. 
Call or write for a free colour brochure. 


REMOTE CONTROL TO 
SELECT THE MOST 
COMFORTABLE 
POSITION FOR: 


UNWINDING 


€ , 


DUAL AND TWIN 
VERSIONS ALSO 


POCKETED SPRINGS 


EIGHT LAYERS OF 
COTTON AND WOOL 
UPHOLSTERY 


~~ LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE ON 


- MOTORS 


AVAILABLE COMFORT AT THE 


TOUCH OF A BUTTON 


J FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
4 CONCERN F OR COMF ORT. PHONE: 081 810 9508/9 


Name 


Address 


Telephone 
Body Therapy, 72 Babbacombe Road, Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3SW 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


Alison Rowat reports 


The Government is going 
ahead with plans to charge VAT 
on fuel despite furious protests 
from MPs, disability groups 
and consumer organisations. 

The measure - passed by ten 
votes in May - means VAT will 
now be charged at eight per 
cent from April next year, ris- 
ing to 17.5 per cent from April 
1995: 

Labour MP Alf Morris said 
it was “a straight tax on disabil- 
ity.” The 1985 Office of Popu- 
lation Censuses and Surveys 
report found that disabled peo- 
ple had to spend an extra £2.50 
a week on fuel. 

A national petition has been 
started by St Austell Spastics 
Society in Cornwall which asks 
the Government to exempt dis- 
abled and elderly people. So 
far, 1,620 people have signed. 
The Society hopes to present it 
to PM John Major on 10 June. 

Charities are crying foul too. 
Sir John Cope, Paymaster Gen- 
eral, said he stood to gain £10 
million from charities in 1994- 


95 and £25 million in 1995-96. 


Parents can 


Parents will be able to “state a 
preference” for  charity-run 
special schools under the new 
Education Bill, but local educa- 
tion authorities (LEAs) will 
have the final say. 

It was feared that parents 
would only be able to nominate 
LEA-run schools in their 


Latest design 


VAT fight lost | ix 


A consortium of charities, 
including the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind and 
Help the Aged, protested: 
“The real and agonising choice 
for charities will be in deciding 
which projects they will be 
unable to fund, which improve- 
ments they will need to delay, 
which deserving cases they will 
be unable to help.” 

Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott said the Gov- 
ernment had given a “clear 
commitment” to ensure that 
poorer people would be pro- 
tected. But it will not reveal 
how until the autumn. 

A total of 156 MPs have 
signed three motions condemn- 
ing the Government’s move. 

A new report commissioned 
by the Gas Consumers Council 
- which represents 18 million 
domestic users - estimates that 
single pensioners will have to 
spend 20.42 per cent of their 
weekly budget on fuel in 1995, 
compared with 18.32 per cent 
in 1991. Director Ian Powe said 
VAT was “a regressive and 
punitive tax on the warmth and 
comfort of low income families 
and on older, disabled and dis- 
advantaged people.” 


Minister for Disabled People Nicholas Scott visited the 


Spastics Society’s Peto Centre in London in May following 
the publication of a highly critical Government report on 
conductive education. See page 13 for details. 


opt for charity schools 


child’s statement of special 
needs. This would have pre- 
vented them choosing schools 
run by charities such as The 
Spastics Society and the Royal 
National Insitute for the Blind. 

Education Minister Baroness 
Blatch told the Lords in April 
that LEAs had to consider a 


NEATER 
EATER 


The Neater Eater has enabled hundreds of people with 
tremor, ataxia and athetoid to feed themselves. 


Now for people with CP 

Hidden springs now lift the self-levelling spoon both 
upwards and forwards to the user's mouth. 

These enable people with cerebral palsy, as well 
as people with multiple sclerosis, parkinsons 
disease, and head injuries to feed themselves. 


FREE demonstration and trials! 
Available direct from the designer and 


manufacturer of the Neater Eater. 
To:- Jon Michaelis, Michaelis Engineering Ltd., 
13 Spencer Road, Buxton SK17 9DT. Tel/Fax: (0298) 23882 


Name 


————— 


Address 


eee 


————— eee ee 


Tel/Fax(s): 


Postcode 


parent’s preferences. If a char- 
ity-run school would best meet 
the child’s needs - even if it 
was more expensive - LEAs 
could send the child there. 

But if the LEA believed it 
could meet those needs equally 
well in one of its own schools, 
it could defy the parent’s pref- 
erence. Parents can appeal to 
the Special Education Needs 
tribunal if they are unhappy. 

Peers were still not satisfied 
that this would safeguard char- 
ity school places. 

The Minister has agreed to 
consider the matter again and 
give her decision at the Bill’s 
report stage. The date for this 
was still to be set as DN went 
to press. 


Cash Bill 


A Bill to allow councils to make 
direct cash payments to dis- 
abled people to pay for care 
services has been resurrected in 
the Lords after an earlier Com- 
mons defeat (DN, January). 

The Disabled Persons (Ser- 
vices) (No. 2) Bill, reintroduced 
by Conservative Lord McColl 
of Dulwich, passed its report 
stage on 18 May. 

The case for direct payments 
was “overwhelming” said Lord 
McColl. As well as giving peo- 
ple independence and choice, 
direct payments were more cost 
effective. People got the ser- 
vices they wanted and bureau- 
cracy was cut down. 

Parliamentary Under Secre- 
tary of State for Health 


Walkabouts 


by Vietco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
Tel: (0602) 255488. 


Students need help 

MPs are calling on the Goy- 
ernment to give part-time 
disabled students the same 
rights to extra help as full- 


time ones. 
The Disabled Students’ 


Allowance (DSA) is meant 
to meet any extra, disability- 
related costs of study. Peo- 
ple have used the award - 
which can be as high as 
£4,430 a year - to buy com- 
employ 


puters, assistants, 
etc. 


Full-time students on 


mandatory grants can claim | 


it. But part-timers on dis- 
cretionary grants are not eli- 
gible. 

So far, 111 MPs have 
signed a motion calling for 
DSA to be extended to all 
disabled students. 


Chinese whispers 

Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott is off to China 
for a week on 28 May. His 
visit includes a meeting with 
Deng PuFang, head _ of 
China’s_ Disabled People’s 
Federation, a visit to a centre 
for deaf children, and talks 
with the Government on 
export opportunities for 
British manufacturers of 
rehabilitation equipment. 


iS reborn 


Baroness Cumberlege sympa- | 


thised with disabled people 
who were made to feel like 


“recipients of charity” by some | 


social services departments. 


But direct payments were | 


not the answer. “[Local author- 
ities] are providers, enablers 


and facilitators of care services. | 
It would be difficult for them | 


to manage a general system of 
cash payments, including 
defining eligibility, and to carry 


out the necessary monitoring to | 
public | 


keep control over 


funds.” 
The Bill was expected to get 


its third reading on 24 May | 
before going to the Commons. | 
Without Government support 


it stands no chance of success. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


Disability Now June 1993 


7 


Ford Motability 


Set Yourself Free 


Whatever your situation you can find a car, a van or a bus from the 
best selling Ford range to suit your needs. Models that are technically 
advanced with modern styling and low cost of ownership. Models 
that are sold and serviced by the UK's largest dealer network. 
If you receive the higher rate component of Disability Living 
Allowance you or a member of your family could be driving a brand 
new Ford and on some schemes Ford can provide at no further cost: 

3 years servicing 

3 years comprehensive insurance 

(subject to status) 

3 years RAC membership 
For more information on the Motability scheme and details of your 
nearest Ford Motability dealer call free (quoting M19) on: 


ks 0800 111 222 


Everything we do is driven by you. 
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Rhyming in Makaton. Julia 
Russell, 8, and her teacher 
Marjorie Hadley from 
Portesbery School, Camber- 
ley, Surrey are speaking and 
signing Twinkle, Twinkle Lit- 
tle Star, from a new Maka- 
ton book of rhymes and 
stories sponsored by British 
Telecom. Marjorie Hadley 
says: “We are very enthusi- 
astic about the book, as 
Makaton is a language pro- 
gramme which very much 
helps our children.” She 
thinks the oral part helps 
them speak and frees them 
from a lot of frustations. 


A DynaVox Case History 


ase 
Thats what ten-year-old Courtney Whitfield calls 
her new DynaVox® electronic communication aid. 

And although she’s only had it for 6 months, 
she was happy to use it to tell us so. 

Because Courtney has cerebral palsy, and she’s 
struggled with other communication aids for 
most of her life without much success. In fact, 
she says they left her “sad and confused.” 

But now that she has the DynaVox, things are 
different. “Easy for me”, she says. “I more talk.” 

Vickie Whitfield, is just as pleasantly surprised 
as her daughter. “We were coming from another 
system where you had to remember everything in 
it,” says Vickie. “Some of the logic was baffling to 
me. After 7 years, I still didn’t trust myself to 
program it. And she hated it. It was like a 
punishment.” 

Fortunately, things took a turn for the better 
when the DynaVox was recommended by 
Courtney's rehabilitation advisors. 

Because the DynaVox’s user-friendly, state-of- 
the-art technology is designed to free people like 
Courtney from the constraints of old-fashioned 


“My Best Friend.” 


‘ aN SS 


machines. And its intu- 
itive, language-based 
architecture allows them 
to develop a new, more 
natural sense of self- 
expression. But, best of 
all, it’s so fast and easy to learn that most people 
can begin using it in less than half an hour. 

“[ assumed it would be hard to learn,” says 
Vickie, “but I let her play with it for a day, and 
Courtney taught me how to use it.” 

And the secondary benefits can be immeasurable. 

“This machine has totally changed her life,” says 
Vickie. “Its made her independent. It’s the next 
best thing to having Courtney speak for herself.” 

And Courtney agrees. “DynaVox best,” she says. 
“Love most!” 

So if you know someone who might benefit 
from the DynaVox, we urge you to give us a call. 

Because nothing gives us greater pleasure than 
making new friends. 

ie it's helping those friends find their voices 
at 


DMM EE 


co A SENTIENT SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY 


RAINBOW Rainbow Rehab m Unit 15 m7 Ainfeld Road @ Christchurch m Doner BH23 3TQ wm Tel: (0202) 481818 
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Job move welcomed . 
Treatment of children with | 
spina bifida in Northern ire 
land will be speeded up now) 
that the Belfast Royal Hospital | 
has agreed to appoint another | 
surgeon, leaving the consultant | 
with more time to treat the. 
children. The move follows | 
complaints by the Associatioi 
for Spina Bifida and Hydro-| 
cephalus that children have ! 
waited up to four months for 
surgery (DN, February). ' 


if 


+ 
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Services slammed 

Services for the 350,000 people 
with epilepsy are “poor in 
quality, fragmentary and poorly | 
organised”, says a new report | 
by the Joint Epilepsy Council | 
directed at the Government. | 
Many people are missing out | 
on the best treatment, it says. 


Tel: (0532) 439393. 


Car Chair taken over . 
Constables Ltd, who took over | 
Car Chair in April, will con- | 
tinue the range. 


Tel: (0323) 442946. 


Disabled shoppers kept out | 
Continued from page 1 | 


parking place. : 

“I recently visited Reading, 
which has been pedestrianised. 
Although this should have made 
it easier for me to get around in 
my wheelchair, there were no- 
parking spaces near to the shops 
for disabled people, so I couldn’t 
get anywhere near a shop I have 
visited for years. Although a_ 
parking permit for local disabled 
people had been introduced, it 
was useless for a visitor. 

Douglas Campbell, chairman 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Asso- 
ciation, said: “Pedestrianisation 
is fine if it is done properly and 
disabled people are consulted. 
Sadly, this is often not the case. 
Disabled motorists need to 
have parking as near as possible 
to shopping areas, because even — 
a walk of 50 yards is a long way 
for someone with a mobility 
problem.” 


* The information charity Dis- 
ability Network has launched a 
database about parking facilities 
for disabled drivers around the 
country. Tel: (0744) 451215. 


Corrections 

In the news story about the 
report Ageing with Cerebral 
Palsy (DN, May, page 2), we 
said that GPs were “insensitive 
and dismissive” towards people 
with cerebral palsy. It was hos- 
pital registrars, some occupa- 
tional therapists and GP 
receptionists that interviewees 
complained about; most had 
good, even excellent, relation- 
sips with their GPs. DN apolo- 
gises for the confusion. 

In the Scottish Naidex report, 
the new BT speech communica- 
tor should have read Claudius 
II, price £297.87 (ex VAT). 


No more 
wheelchair 
punctures 


The world’s first, puncture- 
proof wheelchair tyre is now on 
the market. 

Made from hundreds of 
‘thousands of miscroscopic air 
cells, trapped in an extremely 
‘tough polyurethene mould, the 
tyre has no inner tube, needs 
no air and will never go flat. 

Produced by the Green Tyre 
Company, it is also mainte- 
nance-free, 20 per cent lighter 
in weight than other tyres, and 
lasts twice as long as rubber 
ones. 

Roger Elliot, from Pinner, 
Middlesex, who tested the 
tyres, said: “The great thing 
about these tyres is that they 
need no maintenance and you 
no longer need to keep looking 
at the ground to see if you are 
about to run over sharp 
objects.” 

A standard grey tyre will 
normally cost £13.99, while 
other colours will be £14.99 
each. 

But the company is making 
an introductory offer of £25 for 
a pair of grey tyres and £27 for 
a pair of coloured ones. 


Great-grandmother Betty Wilson, 70, jumped into the 
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School access needs 
only ‘modest’ outlay 


Management consultants Coop- 
ers and Lybrand say that the 
costs of making “real progress” 
in access to mainstream schools 
for pupils with physical disabil- 
ities are “fairly modest when 
set in the context of total spend 
in schools.” 

Adequate toilets, for exam- 
ple, could be provided for £14 
per primary pupil and £82 per 
secondary pupil. 

The report, based on a 
national questionnaire answered 
by 2,500 schools, found that 
access can be “significantly 
improved” so that three-quar- 
ters of all primary schools 
could give access to at least 
three-quarters of their class- 
rooms and half the secondary 
schools could give access to all 
theirs. 

The report recommended 
that local education authorities 
carry out an access audit of 
their schools and estimate how 
much it would cost to increase 
integration. 

It called on the Government 
to support research into the 
numbers of pupils with disabil- 
ities, the costs of educating 


launched a policy aimed at 
bringing more pupils with spe- 
cial needs into mainstream 
schools. 

Parents of children with spe- 
cial needs will be encouraged to 
consider their local mainstream 
schools as their first choice. 

The council already has over 
300 special needs children in 
mainstream education and 
spends £20 million a year on 
staffing for them. It will add £1 
million for staffing and equip- 
ment over three years and 
£150,000 for adapting buildings. 

The extra money will also 
pay for co-ordinators 
appointed from senior staff in 
each school to develop their 
school’s integration policy. 
Each school will then publish a 
statement on how it will pro- 
vide for special needs pupils. 

A guide informing parents 
about the policy, what services 
are on offer and how to get 
help was published in April. 


Within Reach, Coopers and 
Lybrand in association with the 
National Union of Teachers and 
The Spastics Society, £10, tel: 
071-636 5020 ext 231. 


record books in April when she took off from a 165 ft crane | Special needs pupils and the 
at Washington, Tyne and Wear. She became the oldest per- | suitability of existing premises. The Right Mix: Services for the 
Green Tyre Company, tel: | son in Britain to do a bungee jump. “It helps being blind,” Child with Special Needs in 
(0642) 223322. she said, “you can’t see how far you might fall.” sunoertano echo | * Lothian Regional Council has — Lothian, tel: 031-469 3164. 


THE 


NISSAN&RENAULT 


VERSA'S' 


* PETROL “PETROL 


£10895 


* DIESEL 
£11895 


S Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space)or 

4 Seater (plus 2 wheelchair spaces)to 

2 SUNROOFS, KENWOOD STEREO / RADIO CASSETTE WITH 4 SPEAKERS, luxury trim specifications *Inc. ramps 
REMOTE ULTRA SONIC ALARM, 3 YEARS NATIONAL BREAKDOWN COVER. ** The Versa is available in both Petrol (unleaded) & Diesel versions. 


£795 ss The lst choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, Community 
transport and families alike. 


* DIESEL 
£10295 


“* Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the wheelchairs and seats. 
«: A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps 
are provided which simply hand-tighten to anchor the 

wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 


ELECTRIC WINCH £300, 150 kg RATCLIFF TAIL LIFT £1250, 
200kg RICON FULLY AUTOMATIC TAIL LIFT £1650. 


All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief from VAT 
as amended in the 1983 Acts. 

Including delivery, number plates and assumes exemption 
from road fund licence. Home , 
Contact Howard Samuels or John Demonstrations 
sie for a full information available 
pack. 


CAR CEINMTEE LTD. 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WA8SB 7AL 


TEL: 051-420 2000 
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Gene hunt 
hits target 


Scientists have discovered the 
gene that causes Huntington’s 
Disease, an inherited brain 
condition that causes mental 
and physical deterioration. 

The condition is incurable 
and affects more than 3,000 
people in the UK. 

Scientists believe the discov- 
ery will mean more accurate 
genetic testing for thousands of 


people at risk and lead to new 
and more effective treatments. 

A collaboration between 
American scientists in Mas- 
sachusetts and British research 
teams at the Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund (ICRF), Lon- 
don, and the University of 
Wales College of Medicine, 
Cardiff, resulted in the gene 
being pinpointed. 

The research teams analysed 
genetic material taken from 
more than 100 people in 75 
families with a history of Hunt- 
ington’s Disease. 


Dr Hans Lehrach, head of 
the ICRF team, said: “We have 
identified the region where the 
gene is located on chromosome 
four and discovered a small 
mutation that is present in all 
people with the condition.” 

Scientists are now trying to 
discover why this genetic muta- 
tion causes Huntington’s Dis- 
ease. 

Mark Payne, director of the 
Huntington’s Disease Associa- 
tion, said: “We hope that 
understanding the link between 
the gene and the disease will 


bring the possibility of effective 
treatment closer.” 


Aid on the 
tip of the 
tongue 


Disabled people may soon be 
able to use their tongues to 
operate computers, wheelchairs 
and robotic arms. 

The palatal tongue controller 
has been designed for people 


f you've only ever admired our 
cars from afar, it's time you took 


a Closer look. 


Because right now a brand new 
Peugeot is well within your reach, 


with prices keener than ever. 


In terms of style, performance, 
comfort and handling, any Peugeot 


could hardly be improved. 
For your particular needs, 


however, improvements could hardly 


be easier. 


Your dealer can arrange for your 


ONE LOOK 


AT OUR 


PRICES 


AND YOU'LL BE 


vehicle (whether your choice is a 
106, 205, 309, 405 or 605) to take 
swivel seats, hand controls, and 
cranes for wheelchairs, with an 


PEUGEOT 


absolute minimum of fuss. 


Should other special features such 
as electric windows, or a sunroof 
seem a refreshing idea, we re sure 
that your Peugeot Representative will 
be equally accommodating. 


For further information, please 
contact your local 
Peugeot Dealer, who 
will be able to help you 
decide which model 
best suits your needs. 
And your pocket. 


& 


MOTABILITY 


Peugeot Motability Department 0203 884000 


with quadraplegia, who can| 
only move their head, eyes and 
tongue. . 

The device is made up of a, 
tiny transmitter and seven) 
small buttons embedded in a: 
dental plate fitted to a person’s | 
upper teeth. 

When the _ buttons are, 
touched with the tip of the) 
tongue, the transmitter sends | 
radio signals to a_ receiver 
attached to the wheelchair, 
computer or robotic arm. | 

The device is being devel-| 
oped and tested by Inventaid, a 
non-profit-making charity | 
formed five years ago to. 
develop products for disabled j 
people. 

It is now testing a prototype ! 
model and Pearl Assurance has 
given £40,000 to help develop } 
a final production version. 

Inventaid director Jim Hen-| 
nequin said: “We decided to 
start developing this device} 
because the tongue is fast, tire- 
less, agile and offers an ideal | 
means of controlling equip- | 
ment.” 

A spokesperson for the! 
Spinal Injuries Association | 
said: “The tongue controller is 
a very good idea that we believe | 
would greatly increase the) 
independence of many people | 
with quadraplegia.” 


Helping 
little lungs 
to breathe 


Doctors have developed a new 
drug that can prevent respira- 
tory problems in _ premature 
babies. 

More than 50,000 babies are 
born prematurely every year. 
Many have to be given extra 
oxygen and put on a ventilator 
because they have not spent 
enough time in the womb for 
the hormones secreted by their 
adrenal and thyroid glands to 
mature their lungs. 

The babies’ lungs cannot 
make the switch from taking in 
liquid during pregnancy to 
breathing in air when they are 
born. The lungs are unable to 
absorb the liquid and can 
become waterlogged. Infants 
often develop chronic lung con- 
ditions as a result. 

Thyroid-releasing hormone 
(TRH), which the mother can 
take just days before labour, 
relieves the baby’s breathing 
problems by stimulating the 
thyroid gland into increasing 
the amount of hormone it pro- 
duces. This matures the lungs’ 
fluid-absorbing system, ensur- 
ing the baby can _ breathe 
unaided. 

Trials in the United States 
have shown that TRH reduces 
chronic lung conditions in pre- 
mature infants by up to 40 per 
cent. British trials will be held 
at Hammersmith hospital, Lon- 
don, this summer. 

A British Lung Foundation 
spokesperson said: “This is an 
exciting area of research and we 
believe this drug will benefit 
many immature infants.” 
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Silence in 
the courts 


Researchers are to examine the 
communication problems deaf 
people face in court. 

The Access to Justice for 
Deaf People project by 
Durham University’s Deaf 

_ Studies Research Unit (DSRU) 
is the first of its kind in the 

_ world and has been backed by a 
£140,000 grant from the Lev- 
erhulme Trust. 

The team will question deaf 
people about their experiences 
and film court cases. 

Researcher Judith Collins 
said: “The court interpreting 
service cannot improve without 
detailed information about 
what really goes on in courts.” 


DSRU, tel: 091-374 2304. 


Volunteers fit for work 
Continued from page | 


undertake paid work.” 

Mrs Pryer believes she is a 
victim of a DSS attempt to 
reduce the 1.5 million IVB 
claimants, who get £56.10 a 
week, and force them to regis- 
ter as available for work. 

The Government tightened 
up medical and administrative 
procedures for IVB claimants 
in April. It wants to reduce 
expenditure on IVB by £240 
million over three years. 

Former nurse Rosalie Everatt 
has resigned as co-ordinator of 
SHIP, because she fears having 
her IVB payment cut. 

“We are concerned about the 
number of members who have 
had their IVB_ suddenly 
stopped,” she said. “Members 
are being told, without any 
individual assessment, that they 
are now available for ‘some 
kind of work’. This is ridicu- 
lous as many can’t walk well, 
sit for long, stand or lift and 
are virtually unemployable. 

“T fear the DSS crackdown 
means that many other disabled 
people will resign from volun- 
tary groups. If this happens, a 
lot of support groups that do 
vital work could go under.” 

Terry Tyrell, vice-chairman 
of the Medway branch of 
Headway, the head injuries 
charity, said: “I have been told 
that I will have to resign my 
post with the charity if my IVB 
payments are resumed. I would 
be loathe to do this because I 
feel members of Headway gain 
from my experience.” 

Margaret Laverley of the 
Disablement Income Group 
said: “We would normally 
expect to have only one com- 
plaint a month from people 
who have had their IVB cut. 
Now we have two or three a 
week. There is great concern.” 

A DSS spokesperson said: 
“There have been no changes 
in the existing eligibility rules 
for IVB, but if someone is 
doing lots of voluntary work 
this may affect the way the 
adjudicating officer assesses 
their claim.” 


eS. 
the fallest” 


G4 EVERY CHILD 


DESERVES AN 
EQUAL CHANCE 


IN LIFE? 


RS 


Almost 200 people joined the Spastics Society to lobby Parliament last month to get a better edu- 


cational deal for disabled pupils. Pictured supporting the Society’s Make a Statement campaign 


are Lesley Gross (left), Spastics Society chairman Anthony Hewson, Robert Hancock, director of 


operations, and Pat Duffield and her eight-year-old twin daughters Bronwen and Angharad. 


Councils ‘inflexible’ 


Disabled people living inde- 
pendently have little confidence 
in the ability of councils to 
arrange the services they need. 

That was the message of a 
report published last month by 
the Policy Studies Institute 
(PSI), an independent research 
group. 

It is based on a survey of 
more than 1,000 people who 
claim the Independent Living 
Fund (ILF), which was 
replaced in April by two new 
funds. 

Most disabled people want to 
control the money which pays 
for their services, rather than 
have local authorities arranging 


the help they need. 

Council services were seen as 
inflexible, difficult to obtain 
and vulnerable-to cuts. 

Half the claimants said the 
award did not cover the full 
costs of help. Two thirds said 
they would have employed 
more help if they could afford 
it. Many people living alone 
had particular difficulties in 
meeting help costs. 

Author Jane Lakey said: “We 
found the ILF gave claimants 
more control over their own 
lives and peace of mind.” 


Paying for Independence, £5, 
PSI, freephone (O800) 262260. 


Get results 


Under the Government’s com- 
munity care programme, ser- 
vices for most disabled people 
remain inappropriate, insuffi- 
cient, inflexible and _ poorly 
funded, says a new report from 
the Living Options Partnership 
at the King’s Fund Centre. 
Good practice is most evi- 
dent where disabled people are 
involved, it says, but often dis- 
ability groups are marginalised. 
Getting Results looked at 12 
places where strategies and ser- 
vices give disabled people 
greater control. It offers keys to 
achieving good planning. 


£6, BEBC, tel: (0202) 715555. 


Lump sum 
payments 
planned 


Some disabled people taking 
low-paid jobs may be allowed 
an advance payment of disabil- 
ity working allowance (DWA) 
or family credit to help them 
with return-to-work expenses. 

Social Security Secretary 
Peter Lilley said last month 
people normally entitled to 
small weekly amounts of the 
two benefits would instead be 
paid an advance sum of up to 
£104. 

The lump sum _ scheme, 
which has to be approved by 
the Social Security Advisory 
Committee, would replace reg- 
ular payments for those who 
would qualify for up to £4 a 
week. 

The Government also plan 
to ease the rules for unem- 
ployed people doing voluntary 
work. Volunteers would receive 
48 hours, rather than the cur- 
rent 24 hours, to rearrange 
their duties in order to take up 
an available job. 

Sally Witcher, director of the 
Child Poverty Action Group, 
said: “We welcome the Gov- 
ernment’s recognition that peo- 
ple incur work-related 
expenses. But, if the Govern- 
ment is really serious about 
work costs, it would also take 
account of child care and travel 
expenses, which are not one- 
off. 

“We feel a far better solution 
would be to deduct work- 
related expenses from earnings 
before assessing for family 
credit or DWA.” 


NAOCOBILIT Y 
ROADSHOW 


Organised by The Department of Transport with the support of 
The Automobile Association 


THE MOTOR SHOW FOR 
PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES. 


ON 


11, 12, 13 JUNE 1993 


AT 


THE TRANSPORT RESEARCH LABORATORY, CROWTHORNE, BERKSHIRE 


OPEN FROM 10am ~ 5pm DAILY 


ADMISSION FREE 


® A WIDE RANGE OF ADAPTED CARS TO SEE AND TEST DRIVE. 


@ DISPLAY OF SPECIAL VEHICLES, POWERED WHEELCHAIRS, 
CARAVANS, VANS AND MINIBUSES. 


M@ MANY OTHER MOBILITY AIDS. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
M.A.V.LS, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT, TRL, CROWTHORNE, BERKSHIRE RG! 1 6AU. 
OR PHONE: 0344-770463 


—— 


‘a THE DEPARTMENT 
9M OF TRANSPORT 


Walking Problems? 


1) Carries in excess of 24 stone. 
2) Travels up to 24 miles ona 


single charge. 


at any angle. 


4) Easily carried in the boot of 


most small family cars. 


5) Goes through a 24" 
opening. 
6) Turning Circle 32"., 


7) Last but not least, [? 


lifting. 


i} pices 


kee 
Na 


TWO YEARS 
MAKERS GUARANTEE. 


“a 


0803322533 


POStCOE .........2ceececceeeecrerees Teleplone...............0--eecceeeneneeseseeeeeessninesenees 
Body Therapy, FREEPOST, Torquay, Devon, TQ1 3BR. 
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Heads in 
the sand 
over caring 


One in five people will be a 


carer by the year 2,000, yet 
most people know nothing 
about the subject, a report 


revealed last month. 

Crossroads charity surveyed 
over 1,000 people in full-time 
employment and found that 55 
per cent had not thought about 
how becoming a carer might 
affect them. Eighty-four per 
cent could not foresee a situa- 
tion where they would have to 
give up work to care. 

The report said most of the 
interviewees preferred not to 
think about caring, or felt that 
the family or health and social 
services would provide support. 

Very few realised that carers 
could claim financial benefits. 
Nearly half assumed the Gov- 
ernment would not help. 

Crossroads director Ian Croft 
said: “This report shows there 
is a great deal of ignorance 
about caring. We need a public 
education campaign, involving 
employers, staff associations 
and trade unions, to make peo- 
ple more aware of the services 
and benefits on offer to carers.” 


* British Telecom is to give 
Crossroads £180,000 over the 
next two years to help with 
support, guidance and respite 
care for young carers. 


Looking Forward to Looking 
After, £15, Crossroads, 10 
Regent Place, Rugby, CV21/ 
2PN. 


Jewellery is her Basticss peste has not anera ae dosenee Charlotte Speak from 
setting up her own business at home, helped by the East Lancashire into Employment pro- 
ject, Burnley Enterprise Trust and a business start-up package from East Lancashire TEC. 


Heathrow listens to disabled travellers 


Disabled holidaymakers flying 
from Heathrow are benefitting 
from a visit by four disabled 
people last September. 


Who can resist 
a Scots salmon? 


It’s not too late to enter 
the Clos-O-Mat/DN 
fishing competition. 


The deadline for entries 
has been extended to 10 
June. Just dig out your 
April DN, turn to the 
back page and fill in the 
entry form. Easy! 


AUT OMT ICAL. I : 


the Best! 


e No need for 
unhygienic paper. 

e Saves valuable 
nursing time. 


¢ Thousands in daily use 
in U.K. and Europe. 


¢ Proved in operation 
over 25 years. 


e Ideal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions 
and private homes. 


eSpecial maternity 
model available. 


Clos-O-Mat offers automatic flushing, washing with 
warm water and gentle drying with hot air - all in one 
simple push-button operation. 


It eliminates the need for nursing assistance and restores 
privacy and dignity to those unable to manually 


cleanse themselves. 


=closomat= 


Reply to Dept. DA, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED, 
Hygiene House, 2 Newton Street, 
STRETFORD, Manchester M32 8LG. 

Tel: 061-866 8080 Fax: 061-866 8233 
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Their report, published by the 
Spastics Society, — proposed 
improvements to Terminal Four. 

As a result, Heathrow has 
widened exits for wheelchair 
users, installed portable induc- 
tion loops at information desks, 
fitted speech synthesisers in 
lifts, increased parking spaces 
for Orange Badge holders and 
installed Typetalk. 

Rachel Boyd, who _ helped 
write the report, said: “The 
response from the airport has 
been extremely positive and we 
are pleased that they have 
already acted so quickly.” 

A Heathrow Airport 
spokesperson said: “We found 


the report very useful for show- 
ing us what we are doing right 
and where we need to improve 
our facilities.” 


* Its time for disabled trav- 
ellers to send in nominations 
for the 1993 Holiday Care 
Awards, run by the Holiday 
Care Service. The categories 
are: accommodation under and 
over 20 bedrooms; self-cater- 
ing; attractions; most helpful 
staff member, best national or 
international group in_ the 
tourist industry; caravan park 
and travel agent: For entry 
forms, tel: (0293) 774535. Clos- 
ing date: 7 September. 


EAGLE 


MOTORHOMES UK — 


apoosennscnonssrenes 


= 
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DLA: ‘a nightmare’ 


Continued from page 1 
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Those who suffered a delay of | 
over eight months will auto-— 
matically receive £10 for every | 


month over the eight. 


The National Association of | 


Citizens Advice Bureaux 
(NACAB) has condemned the 
offer as 


“a completely inade- | 


quate response which fails to | 


address the causes of 


the | 


delays. Many thousands of dis- 


abled people have 
untold additional worry, 


suffered | 


dis- | 


tress and financial hardship as a 
result of failures on the part of | 
the DSS and the BA revealed — 


in this report.” 
Meanwhile, the BA and the 


DSS are claiming the benefit | 


delays are now “historical”. A 
spokesperson for Michael 
Bichard, BA chief executive, 
said: “The vast majority of new 
claims are now being processed 
within the proper target times 
and the vast majority of old 


claims have now been dealt 
with.” 
In fact, as of March there 


were 43,000 DLA claims wait- 
ing to be cleared. 

The Social Security Com- 
mittee has asked for the extra 
staff drafted in to cope with the 
backlog to be kept on. “It is 
inevitable that the initial surge 
in claims will result in subse- 
quent surges in reviews and 
appeals.” 


Disability Benefits: The Delivery 
of Disability Living Allowance 


and Disability Working 
Allowance, £14.40. Delays in 
Handling Disability ‘Living 


Allowance Claims, £4.10. Both 
from HMSO, tel: 071-873 9090. 


EVERYTHING WE DO IS DESIGNED FOR YOU 


WE BUILD TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 
VAN OR COACHBUILT CONVERSIONS 
HOSPITALITY AND DISPLAY UNITS 
NEW OR SECONDHAND CHASSIS 
TAX FREE CONVERSIONS FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 
MODIFICATIONS TO OTHER MAKES AND MODELS 


FOR BROCHURE: 


EAGLE MOTORHOMES UK , COAL PARK LANE, 
LOWER SWANWICK, SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS SO3 7DL 


0489 583667 
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MEET YOUR 
VAUXHALL 
MOTABILITY 
CONSULTANT: 


YOUR MOBILITY IS 
OUR FIRST CONCERN. 


There’s no better choice for your next 
car than a Vauxhall. 

And there’s no better way to 
finance your pride and joy than through 
the specially designed plans available 
at your local Vauxhall Motability 
registered dealer. Each dealer has a 
Motability consultant who will guide 
you through the formalities and get you 
mobile as quickly as possible. 


For a brochure which explains 
all about the benefits of Vauxhall 
Motability fill in the coupon or ring 
the Vauxhall Motability Hotline on 
0582 861888. 

Make a point of meeting your 
local Vauxhall Motability consultant 
at your local Vauxhall dealer and let 
us make your mobility our first 
concern. 


[Tr a a gag gs tegen arg foetal erat aioe so omer 7 
1 Please send me more information about Vauxhall ! 
; Motability Schemes. 


i 
; Name 


Postcode 


| VAUXHALL 


DN 693 
Oe ee See See 


Motability 


| FREEPOST LOL 2149, Dunstable, Beds. LUG 3YY 
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Historic congress 
brings Europe closer 


Baska Swiderska reports 
Europe’s first ever congress of 
disabled people was held in 
Krakow, Poland, in April. 
More than 150 participants 
arrived from all over Europe to 
take part in the historic event 
at the Polonia Institute. They 
included disabled people, aca- 
demics and professionals from 
countries such as_ Holland, 
Romania, Italy and Lithuania. 
The congress, entitled Dis- 
abled Closer to Europe, was 
organised by the Polish Associ- 
ation of Disabled People 
(PSON) and had three main 
themes - access, rehabilitation 
and disabled people in society. 
The event created an excel- 
lent opportunity for people to 
exchange ideas and there was a 
sense of commitment and 
enthusiasm for the pioneering 
work being done by disability 
groups in each country. 
Ecaterina Jager of the Roma- 
nian Association of Neuromo- 
tor Handicapped _ People, 
explained how the association 
had worked to improve the sit- 
uation of disabled people in 


Romania. 

Bogumila Dawidowicz of 
PSON said: “The best thing 
for me about the congress has 
been the opportunity to meet 
with disabled people from 
other countries and to learn 
what progress has been made in 
such places as Holland.” 

The congress often lacked 
focus because it tried to do too 
much at once. Too many 


speeches were about specialist 


subjects and there was little 
discussion about common 
problems facing disabled peo- 
ple throughout Europe. 

There were also too many 
academics and too few ordinary 
people. This may have been 
because of the high registration 
fee. It was especially disheart- 
ening that many distinguished 
people invited to the opening 
of the congress, including the 
Polish Health Minister, failed 
to attend or sent deputies. 

Nevertheless, the organisers 
must be praised for taking the 
initiative and holding the event, 
which is something that can be 
built on in the future. 


US phone law helps deaf callers 


A new federal regulation is 
forcing American organisations 
to make all their telephones 
accessible to people with hear- 
ing aids. 

The regulation, which came 
into force last month after 
being adopted by the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
applies to all organisations with 
at least 20 employees. 

Some colleges and organisa- 


tions are seeking exemptions on 
the grounds that the law is too 
expensive and unnecessary. 

But Evelyn Cherow of the 
American Speech, Language, 
Hearing Association, said: “We 
hope the new regulation is 
applied to all colleges and 
organisations. It is important 
there is a change in attitude, so 
that everyone with a hearing 
loss is given access to a phone.” 


Artificial limbs needed. This boy is ae ae 2,000 Cambodian 


amputees disabled by mines. The Cambodia Trust is aim- 
ing to raise £75,000 to teach 12 Cambodians how to fit pros- 
thetics. If you can help, ring (0295) 810993. 


Protestors call for civil rights 


Thousands of disabled people 
throughout Europe protested 
last month against the contin- 
ued denial of their civil rights. 

Highlights of the disability 
awareness week, organised by 
the European Disabled People’s 
Movement, included rallies in 


the German cities of Kassel 
and Berlin, as well as Bristol 
and Manchester. 

Polish campaigners marched 
through Poznan and Dutch 
groups laid a wreath in Amster- 
dam to honour disabled people 
killed by the Nazis. 


users are exempt. 
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Russians 
plan quota 
system 


The 
passed 


Russian Parliament has 
legislation that will 


exempt businesses with 50 per | 


cent ownership by disabled 


f 


people from income tax, pen- | 


sion tax and social insurance. 
Russian deputies are also 
expected to pass a new law that 


would ensure businesses with a _ 
more 


workforce of 20. or 
employ a five per cent quota of 
registered disabled people. 

The quota scheme would be 
based on the German system 
that fines offending firms. Rus- 


sian businesses that failed to — 
keep to the quota would pay a | 


penalty equal to four minimum 
monthly salaries. 

The Russian bill has passed 
through the first of three read- 
ings in Parliament and is 
expected to become law later 
this year. 

The country’s leading dis- 
ability groups, including the 
All-Russian Society of Disabled 
People, have been co-ordinat- 
ing a campaign to get the bill 
passed. They are also calling on 
the Government to launch a 
national disability awareness 
campaign, introduce  index- 
linked pensions, create jobs for 
disabled people and make char- 
ities exempt from tax. 

Caroline Gooding, employ- 
ment officer of the Royal Asso- 
ciation for Disability and 
Rehabilitation, said: “I am sure 
that the Russian quota scheme, 
if it were introduced, would be 
more effective than our own, 
which has no teeth.” 


Advocacy Act 


inFTT 


gives more Say 


Elderly and disabled people in 
Ontario, Canada, are being 
given a greater say in how the 
country’s advocacy services are 
to be run. 

The Advocacy Act, passed 
by the Ontario Government 
last December, set up a 
province-wide advocacy  sys- 
tem. Citizens will be able to 
help “vulnerable people” 
express their wishes. 

The system will be run by an 
independent commission, most 
of whose members will be 
elderly or disabled people. 
Twelve commissioners and a 
chairperson will decide how 
advocacy services are to be 
delivered and ensure advocates 
are properly trained. 

Eight commissioners will be 
chosen from nominations by an 
Appointments Advisory Com- 
mittee which, in turn, will be 
nominated by consumer organ- 


isations, including disability 
groups and elderly people’s 
organisations. The selection 


process, which was explained at 
meetings attended by People 
First, starts this month. 


Disability Now June 1993 


EDUCATION 13 


onductive education: does it work? 


Alison Rowat reports 


Disabled children getting Con- 
ductive Education (CE) do no 
better than children in ordinary 
special schools, according to a 
new report published in May. 

But supporters of CE say the 
research behind the report was 
so badly flawed as to make the 
findings worthless. 

Developed by Andras Peto, a 
Hungarian doctor, CE is for 
people who have motor disor- 
ders such as cerebral palsy, 
spina bifida, multiple sclerosis 
and Parkinson’s disease. 

Instead of many different 
professionals, the jobs of thera- 
pist, teacher and carer are done 
by one “conductor”. 

Working with groups, con- 
ductors give intensive, step-by- 
step coaching and 
encouragement to enable people 
to do things for themselves, 
such as feeding, sitting up or 
walking. 

It remained another Eastern 
Bloc mystery to most British 
parents until the programme 
Standing up for Joe in 1986. 
Four-year-old Joe Horsley’s 
progress in Budapest unleashed 
a phenomenal desire among 
British parents to get the same 
for their children. Over 12,000 
letters poured into the BBC and 
questions were asked in Parlia- 
ment. 

While supporters urged cau- 
tion, stressing that CE might 
not be suitable for all, the head- 
lines screamed “MIRACLE 
CURE”. 

The Government was under 
pressure to act, so it sponsored 
the first proper evaluation of 
CE ever done. Now the results 
of that research are causing a 
huge row. ’ 


Evidence “disappointing” 
The £470,000, five-year study 
was sponsored by the Depart- 
ment for Education (DfE) and 
done by psychologists from the 
University of Birmingham. 
They compared a group of 19 
children from the newly-opened 
Birmingham Institute for Con- 
ductive Education with 17 chil- 
dren from ordinary special 
schools in Manchester. 

While the children receiving 
CE made progress, they did no 
better than children getting 
conventional therapy in ordi- 
nary special schools. 

It was concluded that the evi- 
dence available was “disap- 
pointing” in the light of claims 
made on behalf of CE, and did 
not justify the widespread 
introduction of the system into 
the UK. 

“Until it can be demon- 
strated that CE meets the 
expectations of its protagonists 
... parents of children with cere- 
bral palsy should regard with 
caution the promises made on 
behalf of CE and they should 
not feel they are failing if they 


do not secure CE for their 
child.” 

Reaction from the “protago- 
nists” has been swift and 
damning. 

Andrew Sutton, director of 
the Foundation for Conductive 
Education, says the study did 
not compare like with like. The 
Institute was just starting up, 
the conductors were at the start 
of their training and were super- 
vised by Hungarians who had no 


experience of managing British 
trainees and children. “The con- 
trast with the current situation 
could not be more different.” 

The Spastics Society agrees 
that evaluating the Birmingham 
scheme in its infancy was 
grossly unfair. It has also con- 
demned the sample of 19 chil- 
dren as far too small. 

Robert Hancock, director of 
operations, said: “There is a 
need for detailed, authoritative 
research into CE, but unfortu- 
nately this is not it.” 

Professor Raymond 
Cochrane, research team leader, 
defends carrying out the investi- 
gation while the Institute was 
just starting up. “We acknowl- 
edge that the system wasn’t 
fully established, but it was 
under the constant supervision 
of Dr Maria Hari [general direc- 
tor of the Peto Andras Institute 
for Conductive Education in 
Budapest] and qualified and 
experienced Hungarian conduc- 
tors who were doing their best 
to make it as similar to what 
happens in Peto as possible.” 

“The number of children in 
the study - 19 - is because 
that’s all there were in the 
Birmingham Institute. 

“The point about trainees is 
a fair one. But you have to 
recognise that there are trainees 
in Hungary and they spend a 
large part of their training 
period actually delivering CE 
under supervision to children 
with cerebral palsy. So the situ- 
tation isn’t that different in 
Britain to what you would find 
on any day in Budapest.” 

But Dr Hari says: “The work 


that was carried out during the 
period of the research bore no 
resemblance to the quality and 
consistency of education offered 
to children in Hungary.” 

She will present the Peto 
Insitute’s own research at a spe- 
cial conference to discuss the 
report at Birmingham Univer- 
sity on 3 June. 

There is more at stake here 
than a falling out among 
experts. 


Supporters will carry on the fight to bring CE within the teach of every parent who sants it 


There is the time, money and 
emotion spent by over 600 
British families who have made 
the journey to Budapest. 

The Government has 
invested heavily too: £2.5 mil- 
lion to the Scottish Centre for 
Children with Motor Impair- 
ments, and £5 million over four 
years towards an international 
institute in Budapest. That 
money will be paid, but the 
report could cast a shadow over 
any new funding. 


Minister gives backing 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott gave his backing 
to CE when he visited The 
Spastics Society’s Peto Centre 
in London four days after the 
report’s publication. 

“Ministers who commission 
reports don’t necessarily take 
every finding as gospel,” he 
said. 

He would not comment on 
charges that the research was 
flawed. But he said: “I’m going 
to rely more on my own experi- 
ence in this matter.” 

It is fundraising that could be 
hit hardest. 

The Foundation for Conduc- 
tive Education, which has spent 
over £4 million since it was set 
up in 1986, relies heavily on 
donations. Andrew Sutton said: 
“Tt puts us in a very, very, diffi- 
cult situation and it’s going to 
be a question of mud sticking 
for years.” He believes one 
donation of £100,000 - he will 
not say from whom -_ has 
already gone elsewhere. 

The Spastics Society is spen- 
ing £1.25 million training 12 


British conductors. Out of a 
yearly budget of £74 million, 
roughly £650,000 goes on CE. 

The Society has always 
maintained a steady approach to 
CE, believing it is one option 
among many that children 
should have a right to. 

“The biggest danger is that 
an awful lot of parents will feel 
let down. They'll feel a bit con- 
fused, a bit angry, said Robert 
Hancock. 


He urges parents to hang on 
till the Society’s conductors 
return from Hungary next year. 
Only when they have settled 
down and start working, he 
argues, can CE be _ properly 
evaluated. “When we _ do 
research it, if we do find it is 
not as good as other things, we 
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will honestly say that.” 

The only certainty about the 
report is that it has not 
removed the uncertainty which 
has surrounded CE. Critics who 
have long doubted its effective- 
ness will find their prejudices 
confirmed. Supporters will 
carry on the fight to bring CE 
within the reach of any parent 
who wants it for their child. (A 
Federation of Conductive Edu- 
cation is to be launched this 
month, drawing together all the 
groups involved in CE in the 
UK.) 


One boy’s story 
Parents, as ever, will be left to 
make difficult choices. 

Paul Kelly looks to his 10- 
year-old son, Ben, a pupil at the 
Birmingham Institute, _ for 
everything he needs to know 
about CE. “Our son couldn’t 
stand - he would crumple. He 
wasn’t anywhere near walking, 
he wasn’t talking and he used to 
cry a lot. 

Today, Ben can put weight 
through his legs, gets around 
using a walker, can have a good 
conversation, feeds himself, and 
goes horse-riding and swim- 


ming. 
“It takes time,” says Mr 
Kelly. “It doesn’t happen 


overnight. And it’s certainly not 
a miracle cure.” 


Conductive Education conference, 
3 June, Birmingham University. 
£75. Tel: 021-414 4936. 
Evaluation of Conductive Educa- 
tion. Part I (findings) £10, Part 
2 (research data) £30. From 
HMSO Publications Centre, PO 
Box 276, London SW8 SDT: 
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Liz Hollis talks to 
Craig Millward, 


man of God 


Craig Millward knows how it 
feels to be the target of school 
bullies and cruel jokes. But 
while he would rather forget 
his traumatic teenage years at a 
mainstream school, they were 
crucial in setting him on the 
road to becoming Britain’s first 
Thalidomide Baptist minister. 

Mr Millward, 30, has just 
taken up his first appointment 
at Ormesby Baptist church, 
near Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 

“T suppose my faith really 
started during those teenage 
years when I went through an 
especially traumatic time. I was 
the butt of a lot of bullying 
which forced me to re-assess 
myself and my disability.” 

He often felt intense 
frustration at his inability to 
do things his friends took for 
granted. “I remember once my 
friends went off bowling. I was 
so upset because I knew I 


From black moments to Baptist 


couldn’t do it,” he recalled. 

But it was these teenage 
traumas which equipped Craig 
with empathy and the ability 
to deal with people, skills 
crucial to the role of a 
minister. 

“T came to realise I was in a 
unique position. I had felt 
intense aloneness. I had had to 
face things which made me 
more human and gave me the 
gift of understanding. Because 
I’ve had to come to terms with 
pain, I can more easily enable 
others to do the same.” 


Finding friends in God 
At school, Craig made friends 
with pupils in the Christian 
group. “They weren’t involved 
in the in-fighting at school. 
Rather, they would befriend 
and support anyone who was 
an outsider. I began to realise 
this was the sort of life I 
wanted to lead.” 

He transferred to a special 
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school for his A’ levels on the 
advice of his mother. “I don’t 
really know why I went there. 
I’d always survived in the 
‘usual’ world at grammar 
school and being at a special 


The Millwards “at home” 


school was strange.” 

A bright student, he went 
on to do an economics degree 
at Nottingham Polytechnic and 
intended to go into business. 
But things didn’t go quite to 
plan. “I became more and 
more involved in church work. 
My priorities changed, making 
money became empty and 
meaningless. Gradually I felt I 
was being called to become a 
minister.” 

He finished the degree, but 
abandoned all the hard-nosed 
money subjects in favour of 
more people-based options. 

He also met his wife Andrea 


at college. 

After Poly there were several 
years of religious study in 
Dorset and at the Baptist 
Training College in London. 
Before becoming full-time 


RICHARD DRURY 


minister at Ormesby, he was 
an assistant at a church in 
Southampton. 

Although his disability 
invariably came up as an 
interview question, he had no 
difficulty persuading church 
leaders he could do the job. 

Congregations are another 
matter. “I’ve always felt the 
hardest problems are other 
people’s perceptions of me. 
Not so much adults, but 
children and young people do 
keep their distance. However, I 
take that as a real challenge. 

“Tt does upset me 
sometimes, children can be so 


cruel and so honest, but if I 
get upset I walk the dog.” 

Craig admits he has faced 
many black moments in his life 
but his faith has always carried 
him through. “It’s during 
those hard times that God is 
made a lot more real. I spent a 
lot of time blaming Him for 
what happened to me, but you 
have to come through that - 
that’s what faith is about. 

“T went through a period of 
self-pity when I sulked and 
was angry at everyone, but 
then I realised my disability 
was not down to God but 
down to a drug company who 
didn’t test their products 
properly. I began to live for 
others and realised we are 
unhappy if our lives are 
centred on ourselves. 

“However, I think it’s 
important if the church is to 
be relevant to disabled people 
that it recognises how there are 
various questions that disabled 
people have to work through.” 


Experience counts 

Life with Andrea and their 
children Shaun, three, and 
seven-month-old Bethany, 
takes up most of his spare 
time, but he also enjoys 
driving, computers, football, 
table-tennis and music. 

Craig’s approachable and 
straightforward manner is 
going down well with his new 
congregation. Church secretary 
Derrick Hill says: “Everyone’s 
delighted to have him here. He 
has started to visit schools and 
get to know everyone. 

“His background puts paid 
to any notion that a minister is 
someone who hasn’t 
experienced life with all its ups 
and downs.” 

“Any anger I felt about my 
disability is a thing of the 
past,” said Craig. 

“Anger has to be channelled 
positively. If ever I feel a black 
moment, and I certainly could 
give in to it if I wanted to, I 
remember the answers I have 
found.” 
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YOU AND YOUR RIGHTS 15 


In the final feature, 
Diane Gaston 


explains how few 
rights carers have 


_ Many carers had high hopes of 
the National Health Service 
and Community Care Act, 

_ which came into force in April, 

because they have had few 

_ rights or entitlements in law. 

Carers’ needs were first 

recognised under the Disabled 
Persons Act 1986. It gave them 
the right to ask for an 
assessment of the service needs 
of the disabled person for 
whom they were caring, and to 
have their own ability to 
continue to provide care taken 
into account when the disabled 
person’s needs were being 
assessed. 


_ Carers mentioned just once 
The Community Care Act was 
a disappointment, only referring 
to carers once. Section 46 
places a duty on local 
authorities (LAs) to consult 
with carers’ organisations when 
preparing community care 
plans. 

There are also some general 
rights to information about 
community care services in the 
area and a right to make a 
complaint on behalf of a 
person being cared for. 

Carers do not have a right 
to a separate assessment of 
their own needs. Nor are they 
automatically entitled to any 
services, eg respite care. 

However, the Government 
has said in its guidance to LAs 
that the views of carers should 
be taken into account, and that 
LAs should consider separate 
assessments for carers when 
there is a difference of opinion 
between the carer and the 
person cared for. 

The Carers National 
Association (CNA) has argued 
that LAs should offer separate 
assessment procedures as a 
matter of good practice to 
ensure that the carers’ needs 
are not overlooked. 


Assessment, and after 
Assessment is the first stage in 
sorting out what help is 
required. 

Your social services 
department is obliged to 
publish the arrangements it has 
set up, explaining: 

* how to apply 

* who is eligible 

* how applications will be 
processed 

* what services are available, 
not only those provided by the 
LA 

* how to complain if you are 
not satisfied with the outcome. 

But, entitlement to 
assessment is not defined; 
nothing in the Act sets out how 
assessment should be carried 
out; there is no reference to 
how quickly decisions should 
be reached or whether reasons 
must be given for a particular 
assessment or service provision 
decision. All this is left to the 
discretion of LAs, subject to 
guidance issued by the 


Carers’ 


Secretary of State. 

The decision about 
providing services and, if so, 
which ones, rests with the 
social services department after 
the assessment and will be part 
of the individual care plan. 

There is no right of appeal 
to an independent tribunal if 
you feel that the assessment 
has come to the wrong 
conclusions. Instead, the social 
services complaints procedure 
will have to be used. A 
complaint might be that the 
LA refused to offer domiciliary 
care or social services, saying 
there was no need for 
residential care, and therefore 
would not help with the fees, 
regardless of whether the 
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“Most carers will put the people they care for before themselves” 


hopes are dashed 


disabled person and their carer 
wanted it. 

Many people are worried 
about the arrangements for 
residential and respite care. 
They fear there will be less 
choice for disabled people and 
there might be long delays in 
the assessment process, 
especially for respite care, 
where the need can be urgent. 


Individual care plan 

The individual care plan 
should be seen by both the 
carer and the person being 
cared for. It should include 
details of the services needed. 
The plan should make 
provision for monitoring the 
situation and reviewing the 


SAM TANNER 


assessment regularly. 

It is wise to ask the assessor 
to build into the plan services 
which can help relieve stress, 
such as respite care. 

Carers are not just concerned 
about their own needs. Most 
will put the people they care 
for before themselves. 

The life of a carer will be 
improved substantially if the 
needs of the disabled or elderly 
person have been assessed 
properly and adequate 
community care services 
provided. 

Last year, the CNA carried 
out an in-depth survey of its 
membership. One carer 
summed up her frustration 
with social services when she 
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said: “A walk-in shower would 
change my life.” 


Help CNA monitor the Act 
The CNA is concerned that 
many LAs will not have 
enough money to implement 
the Act. It has received many 
complaints that local social 
services departments have had 
to reduce essential front-line 
services - home-helps, meals- 
on-wheels - and in some cases 
withdraw provision altogether, 
such as closing day centres. 
Again, carers and users will 
not be able to complain or ask 
the Secretary of State to 
intervene. In urgent cases it 
may be possible to challenge 
an LA in the courts through 
the judicial review process. 
The CNA is monitoring the 
new legislation by asking carers 
to complete a simple 
questionnaire. A sample will be 
followed up after two months 
and asked if they think the 
needs of the user have been 
met and they as a carer have 
been offered adequate support. 
If it transpires that the Act 
is not working, or LAs are 
failing in their duties, or the 
law is inadequate, the CNA 
will press for it to be changed. 


Diane Gaston 1s editor of The 
Carer, published by the Carers 
Natonal Association, tel: 071- 
490 8818. 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


should write to Rochford 
Access Committee (Stickers), 
Rose Cottage, The Chase, 
Ashingdon, Rochford, Essex 
SS4 3JE. 

Denise Smith 

Hon Secretary 

The Rochford District Access 
Committee for the Disabled 


Dealing with parking pests 
The parking stickers worded 
“You have my parking bay, 
would you like my disability 
too?” (DN, March) are 
supplied by us. We have been 
selling them at cost price 


Badge display - get it right 
I recently saw one of the new 
orange badges. It was open on 
a dashboard fascia, revealing 
the inner white pages with the 
user’s photograph and various 
details required to establish 
ownership. 

Not only was the badge 
displayed wrongly - it should 
display the details on the 


YOU HAVE MY PARKING 
BAY, WOULD YOU LIKE 
MY DISABILITY TOO? _ 


(£1.80 for 15 inc p&p) for 
over a year. 

Any disabled person who 
would like to buy these superb 
(and very effective) stickers, 


The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN” to his friends) by Rigby 


orange outer face, hence its 
name - but it showed 
information which could be 
dangerous for the driver. For 
example, as well as telling an 
unscrupulous person who to 
look for, it could tell them you 
are old, frail, less manoeuy- 
erable and, maybe, that you 
are a woman. It makes you an 
easier target for assault. 

I could only hope this was 
an isolated case. But when we 
discussed it at my local access 
group meeting a few days later, 
other irregularities of orange 
badge use came to light. 

The group was very 
concerned that some confusion 
exists about the correct use of 
the new badge. Please let other 
readers know. 

Alan Tooby 

Chair 

Wakefield Access Consultative 
Group 


Cannabis, no way 

As someone with multiple 
sclerosis, I read about the 
beneficial effects of cannabis, 
available in the drug Nabilone 
(DN, January) and was the 
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WHOD HAVE THOUGHT 
YT MAND IUHTERUOSOLEADLY. 
AFFLICTED WITH 17 FIERSELF- 


TOILET SEAT 
LIFTER 


A unique unit for restoring those private 
moments when toileting. 
This simple to operate unit 


alleviates the need for 
unsightly raised toilet seats. 


Electronically activated, the 
seat works on 2x12 volt 
activators with an easy to use 
handset, suitable for all types 
of muscle wasting diseases 
and raises/lowers the seat to 
a maximum of 150mm. 


The seat is adjustable for any 
height of wheelchair and will 
fit almost every style of pan. 


@ Easy to operate. 
. The complete compact unit is 


available in white and comes 
fitted with a pressalit seat. 


@ Compact. 


@ Fully adjustable. 
For more information on our 
toilet seat lifter and our full 
range of products, please 
contact either of the numbers 
below. 


IMSABLED SOLUTIONS LTD, 
TAKING CARE OF SPECIAL NEEDS 


@ Simple control unit. 
@ Easy to fit. 


@ Quiet in operation. 


377/379 WEsT END RoabD, HAYDOCK, ST. HELENS, LANCs. WA11 OAX. 


HEAD OFFICE SOUTHERN OFFICE 
TEL: 0744 28222 FAX: 0744 451973 TEL: 081-807 4484 FAX: 081-887 0326 
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second person to try it out on 
the NHS. 

Without doubt, Nabilone 
relieved the pain I suffer. But 
it left me incapacitated. The 
effect is similar to having 
drunk a bottle of spirits. 

I could not even lift or flex 
a finger. In fact, I got quite 
frightened when I felt I 
couldn’t be bothered to breathe. 

The drug is aimed at 
terminally ill patients and that, 
I think, is where it should 
remain. I wouldn’t recommend 
it. 

Martin O’Connor 
Paisley, Strathclyde 


Medical compensation 
Having run a case for medical 
negligence on behalf of my 
brain-injured son for the past 
ten years, may I respond to 
your article on medical 
compensation? (DN, March) 
The article was informative 
and sensible. However, the 
caption under the photograph 
of Gemma Browne and her 
mother unfortunately 
perpetuates the falsehood that 
victims of medical negligence 
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HOMECRAFT SUPPLIES LIMITED 
Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire NG17 7JZ. 

Tel: (0623) 754047 (4 lines) 

Telex 85201 Fax: (0623) 755585 


THe MARKET LEADER IN PRODUCTS FoR INDEPENDENT LIVING 


win compensation. They are 
awarded a sum of money by 
way of compensation for the 
effects they have suffered from 
the act(s) of medical negligence. 
The myth that they are winners 
of vast sums of money needs to 
be dispelled. 

What is even worse is the 
implication that the money 
“won” is at the expense of the 
public good in so far as the 
money comes from already 
overstretched health authority 
budgets. 

The victims of medical 
negligence can never be 
winners - they have often lost 
too much for any sum of 
money, however large, to be 
adequate compensation. 

Peter Bates 
Brynmawr, Gwent 
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Brownie points 
Peter Lilley, Secretary of State 
for Social Security, has been 
praising a certain Agency for 
“surpassing its high level 
targets and achieving a high 
degree of customer satisfaction”. 
Yes, you’re absolutely right. 
It’s NOT the Benefits Agency, 
but the Contributions Agency, 
which has collected over £259 


million in National Insurance 
arrears. Isn’t that good news? 


Paw performance 
A furry little visitor padded 
into the DN office last month. 

According to the press 
release clutched between his 
paws, he is the mascot of a 
new fundraising organisation: 
“Roaring into action to help 
the disabled 
challenge the 
world, 
Courageous 
the Lion 
embodies the 
spirit behind 
Time and 
Tide, an 
organisation formed to create 
financial support for the 
disabled and to give expression 
to the remarkable qualities 
needed by every person who 
faces and overcomes their 
disability: courage, tenacity, 
fighting spirit and 
determination.” 

We’ve taken Courageous 
into our care and signed him 
up for some emergency 
lectures in disability awareness. 
We suggest the advertising 
agency which created him 
follows suit. 


Op shops 

“Doctors surgeries could be 
built alongside supermarkets in 
a new blueprint for shopping 
centre health care,” announces 
the Sunday Express in April. 

The “health malls” would 
be able to do minor operations 
and provide community care 
facilities. 

Why not just get right down 
to it and ask M&S to perform 
surgery in the aisle between 
socks and sandwiches? 
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) On guard: two fencers cross swords at the 1993 Inter Spinal Games 


‘Simon the Jayant killer 
wins first national title 


' Simon Hatt has became Eng- 
land’s leading wheelchair tennis 
player. 

He was awarded the number 
one position after winning the 
| National Championships at 

Sheffield in May. 
Hatt, who is ranked number 

18 in the world, produced some 

sparkling tennis to beat Leices- 
ter’s Jayant Mistry 6-1, 6-2 and 
take the title for the first time. 
“Pm really thrilled about this 
win,” said Hatt. “Jayant is a 
very good player who is tough 
to beat. P've been training very 


Bowled over 


More than 60 players took part 
in the British Sports Associa- 
tion for the Disabled National 

_ Bowls Championships at Scar- 

_ borough last month. 

Helen King, from Wales, 
won the women’s group one 
title with a thrilling victory 

over Sue Miller. David Heddle 
retained his group three men’s 
title and was named player of 
the tournament, while York- 
shire and Humberside won the 
team trophy. 


Snooker star 


Matthew Duffy is looking for- 
ward to taking on Europe’s best 
disabled snooker players after 
winning the British Open 
Wheelchair Championships at 
Swindon in April. 

The talented Scotsman qual- 
ified for July’s European cham- 
pionships by beating Alex 
Harvey, from Kilmarnock, 2-0 
in a one-sided final. 

Paul Slannaghan, from 
Dumfries, beat | Wakefield’s 
John Leighton 2-0 in the final 
of the class one tournament for 
wheelchair users with arm and 
hand disabilities. 


hard and I’m hoping this will 
be the first of many titles.” 

Hatt reached the final by 
beating the most improved 
player of the past year, Peter 
Norfolk. The opening set went 
to a tie-break, with Norfolk 
winning the crucial points to 
take the set 7-6. 

Hatt quickly levelled the 
match but the final set went to 
another tie-break, which Hatt 
won to deny Norfolk a famous 
victory. Hatt then teamed up 
with Jayant Mistry to win the 
men’s doubles competition. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Justin Frishborg was the star of 
the 1993 Inter Spinal Unit 
Games, held at the Guttmann 
Sports Centre, Stoke Mandev- 
ille, in April. 

Justin, who is being treated 
at Stoke Mandeville hospital, 
was awarded the Inter Spinal 
Individual Achievement award 
after winning the tetraplegic 
archery, snooker and table ten- 
nis competitions. 

The Games were organised 
by the British Wheelchair 
Sports Foundation (BWSF) for 
recently injured patients at 
England’s 11 spinal units. 

People were given the oppor- 
tunity to have a go at a wide 


range of sports, including 
archery, bowls, fencing, 
snooker, swimming and _ table 
tennis. 


Rick Varley, from Pinder- 
fields, was also in outstanding 
form. He won the paraplegic 
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Justin shines at Stoke Mandeville 


archery event after a shoot-off 
with Jim Wilson, from 
Odstock. 

McGill Fenn, from Pinder- 
fields, beat Sue Tomlinson in 
the final of the paraplegic table 
tennis event and Richard Han- 
bury, from Odstock, was pre- 
sented with a trophy for being 
the games most promising 
swimmer. 

Pinderfields won the Inter 
Spinal Unit team trophy with a 
score of 23 points, while the 
Harry Metcalfe trophy, 
awarded to the unit who partic- 
ipated with the most friendly 
and sporting attitude, was won 
by Hexham. 

BWSF chairman Kevan 
Baker, who presented the tro- 
phies, said: “The standard was 
very high and there is no rea- 
son why some of these patients 
cannot go on to compete at the 
next Paralympic Games.” 


Brits make history in Holland 


Britain’s best wheelchair bas- 
ketball teams made history in 
Rotterdam, Holland, last 
month. 

Sheffield Steelers and Milton 
Keynes Aces came third and 
fourth in the Eurocup 
wheelchair basketball finals. It 
was the first time two British 
sides had reached the last four 
of the prestigious tournament. 

Steelers entered the Eurocup 
in fine form, but lost their first 
match 70-67 to Italian champi- 
ons Briantea. 

The Yorkshire team hit back 
immediately and two superb 
victories against RSV Salzburg 
of Austria and UBC Munster 
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of Germany were enough to see 
them through to the semi- 
finals. 

The Aces also had a disap- 
pointing start, losing to BC 
Verkerk from Holland, before 
booking their semi-final place 
with victories against German 
champions Munich and St Jan 
Brugge from Belgium. 

Both British teams found life 
tough in the semi-finals. BC 
Verkerk were too strong for the 
Steelers, winning their semi- 
final 75-55, while Briantea beat 
the Aces 67-65. 

Steelers took the bronze 
medal with a 56-52 win over 
Aces, and then watched BC 


Verkerk crush Briantea 98-55 
in the final. 

Steelers skipper Colin Price 
said: “Its great for the British 
game that two of our teams 
made it to the semi-finals for 
the first time. 

“We have a lot of good, 
young players coming through 
and are hoping we will reach 
the final in 1994.” 

Aces captain Joe Jayarante 
was named the tournament’s 
most valuable player. 


Sport is written by 
Tim Russell, 


tel: 071-636 5020 


MOBILITY 
IN ACTION 


Constables understand the needs of both the wheelchair user and the 
carer...which is not surprising when you consider our pedigree...with over 
twelve years’ first-hand experience of the mobility market. 

First, we developed the world famous and revolutionary CarChair... 
and having cut our teeth on this “world-beater”, we got to grips with 


rear access vehicles. 


We build the prototypes, test the results and then we modify the vehicles 
and we keep doing this, until we are satisfied that the fruits of our 
labours surpass the needs of our customers...and then...and only then 


do we market the product. 


At Constables our wealth of experience dovetails with an under- 
standing of your needs...in essence a winning formula... 
a formula which combines style and practicality 


with economy...without compromise. 
»°A Constables put mobility into action. 
4 To find out more, telephone or write. 


BN211BR - TELEPHONE (0323) 440606 
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2 <<.) THE NEW 16-VALVE MICRA 
“ ‘ You've probably all heard of the benefits of the 


Motability scheme: the freedom to go where you like 
when you like. Well, allow us to introduce you to 
Micrability: the freedom to go where you like when 


you like in the Car of the Year 1993. 


The new 16-valve Micra is the latest car in the Nissan 
range to offer its services to the Motability 

scheme. And what an offer. Twin catalytic O 
converters, the amazing fuel consumption figure of 


58.8mpg, and the option of power steering. 


The Micra’s distinctive shape also gives superb all-round 
visibility, a big bonus in city driving. As an option, you can 
also call upon the services of Nissan Continuously 


Variable Transmission, our automatic gearbox. 


It may sound like a mouthful but what it amounts 
to is an easy life: no more jerky gear-changing in traffic, 


no dreaded ‘idle creep’ at traffic lights. 


And as with every car in our range, the new Micra comes 


with a 3 year/60,000 mile parts and labour warranty and 


a broad choice of vehicles to suit your needs. From the 
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4.0 litre at £6,890 to the top of the range 1.3 Super S. All 
available under the Motability scheme via contract hire 


or hire purchase. For further details, call 0345 800 600. 


4¢GOVERNMENT APPROVED FUEL FIGURES FOR 1.0 LITRE MICRA L (MANUAL): URBAN 47.1MPG (6.0L/100KM). 
56MPH: 58.8MPG (4.8L/100KM). 75MPH: 42.2MPG (6.7L/100KM). MODELS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PRICES 
INCLUDE VAT BUT EXCLUDE ROAD FUND LICENCE AND DELIVERY PACKAGE OF £399 (COMPRISING DELIVERY 
TO DEALER, NUMBER PLATES AND FULL TANK OF PETROL). PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. 


LE 
NISSAN 


Lives in the city, loves the open road. 


CAR OF THE YEAR 
1993 
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VIDEO 


Dream 
Rider 


The most interesting aspect of 
the video Dream Rider (First 
Independent Video, no 
subtitles or closed captions) is 
the casting of disabled actor 
Matthew Geriak in the lead 
role. 

Dream Rider, as the opening 
credits tell us, is the “true 
story” of Bruce Jennings, a 
high-school football hero who 
has a leg amputated as a result 
of a motorbike accident. 

Why is it I always scream 
when I see, “based on a true 


SpeRrar wear a en ee 
EXHIBITION 


“Why?”, one of the intensely 
sensitive images documenting 
David Constantine’s 
wheelchair design projects 
across the world, shows two 
Bangladeshi women in blue 
saris sitting on the remains of 
a Western wheelchair. 

A number of charities send 
discarded wheelchairs to the 


story”? Perhaps because I 
instinctively know that what 
follows will be light years from 
the “truth” and, as often than 
not, little more than silly, 
sentimental slush. 

And this “true story” 
certainly manages to be just 
that. Young Bruce doesn’t have 
just one accident. Oh, no. He 
has two, crushing his other leg 
and losing a kidney and his 
spleen the second time round. 
At this point, the drama scaled 
such absurd heights I was 
reminded of nothing more 
than a Monty Python sketch. 
He has a life-changing 
encounter with an older man > 
while convalescing. He falls in 
love with his nurse and she 
with him. And he makes a 
record-breaking attempt on 
cycling across America from 
California to Boston. 

This is a tale of disability 
with an inspirational, universal 
message: a quitter never wins. 
No, let’s try that again. This is 
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Dream on: Matthew Geriak gets physical 


The moving force of Motivation 


developing world and these are 
almost always near the end of 
their useful life. They are 
designed to cope with entirely 
different conditions and spare 
parts are either unobtainable or 
extremely costly. The result is 
that when a donated chair 
breaks it is useless. 

David Constantine, a design 
graduate of the Royal College 
of Art, has been using a 


wheelchair since 1982, an 
experience which informs his 
work at Motivation, the 
charitable organisation he 
formed with Simon Gue and 
Richard Frost. Motivation 
designs low cost wheelchairs 
for production in developing 
countries using only local 
materials and skills and a 
sustainable supply system. 
They have set up production 
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units in Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Poland, and plan to 
visit Indonesia this autumn. 

Thirty five colour and black 
and white photographs 
documenting the projects were 
on show at the Architectural 
Assocation’s School of 
Architecture in London from 
27 April-14 May. 

But images such as “Bablu”, 
a 13-year-old girl swamped by 
an enormous, charity-donated 
chair, and “Father and Son”, a 
tender portrait of a ten-year- 
old boy feeding his 
quadriplegic father in a 
Bangladeshi rehabilitation 
centre, are much more than 
mere documentation. They tell 


a tale of the “plucky cripple” 
stereotype as told umpteen 
times before on Telethon. . 

New on the film front is | 
Leolo, a French-Canadian | 
production. Although more 
interesting than Dream Rider, 
it is no more successful in its 
treatment of disability. i 

The Leolo of the title is an | 
adolescent boy whose grandad, | 
dad, brother and sisters have 
mental health problems. To | 
prevent this affecting him, 
Leolo creates a fantasy world | 
for himself, based on the idea , 
that “because I dream, I’m not | 
crazy”. 

The scenes are anecdotal: 
sometimes charming, | 
sometimes brutal, which at 
least stops the whole thing 
from being anywhere near 
sentimental. But I couldn’t 
help feeling that what we end | 
up with is a voyeuristic look at | 
the “eccentricity” of mental 
illness. | 


Andy Kimpton-Nye} 


! 
the poignant stories of the 
resilience and dignity of 
disabled people. They show 
Mr Constantine’s empathy 
with his subjects. If his passion| 
is photography, his | 
photography is also passion. 
Jenni M Meredith 


Motivation, tel: 071-278 0259. 
The Association is running a 
series of free lectures on Access, 
Architecture and Architects. 
Ramp to main entrance, 
induction loop and sign language 
interpreter available. 7 Fune: 
Rachel Hurst, Disability 
Awareness in Action, 14 Fune: 
Cedric Price, architect. Lectures 
at 5.30pm at the Association, 
34-36 Bedford Square, London 
WCIB 3ES, tel: 071-636 0974. 


“Probably the biggest and most 
caring converter in the country” 


is 


We convert the Fiat Fiorino; Ford Courier; Renault 
Extra and Trafic and Volkswagen Transporter or 
Caravelle into wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


ON THE ROAD PRICES START AT 
£8,986 (for the complete vehicle) 


For further information contact 
SALES 0392-211611 
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Two 
Worlds 


Perhaps it’s old age, but it 
takes something pretty 
sensational to move me these 
days. But moved I was - 
enough to take the stage 
myself - at a performance of 
Two Worlds by Amnon, a deaf 
Israeli dancer, and his hearing 
partner and wife Gill Danti. 
This dynamic partnership 
toured the country in May, 
demonstrating a 
communication technique that 
frees dancers from depending 
on visual signs from fellow 
performers. “The vibration 
method”, pioneered in the 
early 1970s in Israel, teaches a 
dancer to use rhythm to 
communicate. The beat, inner 
and outer, becomes the key to 
the deaf dancer’s feeling and 
understanding of rhythm. 
Amnon’s mastery of this 
technique was beautifully 
illustrated. His strength lies in 


FESTIVAL 


Burning 
Daylight 


Islington’s first disability arts 
festival (4-16 May) was, said 
organiser Emma McMullan, 
about bringing the creative 
talents of disabled people into 
the daylight and letting 
everybody have a good time. 

High Spirits and Freak UK 
played at the Rocket in 
Holloway Road. It’s a spacious 
venue, and unfortunately the 
audience were rattling round 
like too few peas in a large pod. 

For openers, High Spirits 
were aptly named, but their 
tunefulness left a lot to be 
desired. This was a shame, 
because their material was an 
unusual mix of popular hits 
and world music. 

In the break, Danny Batten 
gave a barely audible rendition 
of his poems interspersed with 
taunts to the audience, at 
which point I seriously 
considered going home. 
Fortunately, Freak UK came 
on and saved the day. 

Lead singer Mik Scarlet 


“Amnon’s strength lies in his ability to ‘transform’ himself into any of nature’s creatures” 


his ability to “transform” 
himself into any of nature’s 
creatures with a flick of a wrist 
or a twist of the head. This 
was brought to a climax during 
“Man in the Shadow of Bird”, 
which drew on his childhood 
experiences of institutional life. 
The hovering, the pecking, the 
expansive arms, convinced me 
that he was about to fly. The 
tiny stage of the Unicorn 
hardly seemed to hold him. 
Gill acts as both interpreter 


describes his music as “rock 
for rave fans”. It’s not what I 
would normally choose to 
listen to, but it certainly 
prompted the best moment of 
the evening when the audience 
joined the band on stage. 

Islington Museum Gallery 
displayed the work of 
photographer Samena Rana, 
who died last year. Rana 
became disabled due to a knife 
attack when she was nine. 
Much of her work explores her 
feelings about the attack, vague 
memories of a pre-attack 
childhood, and the 
complexities of her identity as 
an Asian disabled woman in a 
foreign - British - culture. 

The images were very 
powerful - a bloodstained knife 
cutting through a silk scarf, 
myriad yet partial reflections of 
Rana in pieces of a broken 
mirror. There were too few 
examples to get a real feeling 
for the personality behind the 
images, and a better 
explanation of Rana’s 
background - particularly the 
attack - would have been 
helpful. Perhaps a more 
extensive exhibition could be 
mounted? 

Other successes were 
psychiatric survivors’ poetry, 
an exhibition of photographs 
showing disabled people as 
parents, a drama workshop for 
the over-60s, and deaf cabaret. 

Libby Cross 
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Look out for 


Exhibition by The Stamping 
Spiders, a new group of dis- 
abled artists. Till 10 June. 
David Land Art Centre, 
Brighton. Tel: (0273) 570840. 


Explore theatre at the 
National Deaf Theatre 
Weekend, Part Two. 17-20 
September. Warwick Univer- 
sity. New people welcome. 
Early booking advised. For deaf 
people only. Tel: 081-964 1957. 


and dance partner. Her 
warmth radiated their joy of 
performing and melted 
London’s Unicorn Theatre 
audience into a state of 
childlike glee when volunteers 
were asked to join them on 
stage. Within seconds, Amnon 
had bank clerks and 
hairdressers parading about 
like monkeys and frogs. I 
became the sea and every 
minute washed over me. 
Amnon’s talent has not gone 


Video top five 


CS: closed subtitles, S: subti- 
tles, NS: no subtitles 


fh DHEdAS POF THE 
MOHICANS (Warner) Great 
fights and Daniel Day-Lewis. 
(CS) 


2. PATRIOT GAMES (CIC) 
Clash with terrorists leaves 
Harrison Ford wanted. (CS) 
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unnoticed in his homeland. He 
has twice won the coveted 
David’s Harp Award for best 
dancer of the year. But he has 
not lost sight of his roots: 
every tour includes an 
extensive workshop programme 
for special schools. Amnon 
finds this “inspiring, and 
always I learn something new”. 
He has much to teach us, and 
we, in a world dominated by 


words, have much to learn. 
Ashley Grey 


3. WHITE MEN CAN’T 
JUMP (Fox) Basketball movie 
with excellent dialogue. (CS) 


4. THE CRYING GAME 
(Polygram) Thriller with a 
twist. (NS) 


5. STRICTLY BALLROOM 
(Guild) The world of Aussie 
ballroom. (NS) 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 
Chart courtesy of MRIB 
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PER CHARGE AT 8mph. 


THE NEW SPORTSTER 


HARGE AT 8mph. 
HEAVY DUTY SPOR 
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FROM A PUSH START-TO 8mph 
A BETTER CHOICE TO BE INDEPENDENT. 


POWER ASSISTED WHEELCHAIR 


IF YOU HAVE 
DIFFICULTY GETTING 
| AROUND BUT LIKE TO 
_| BE INDEPENDENT. 
DAVID WENMAN NOW 
HAS THE BEST CHOICE 
OF MOBILITY VEHICLES 
FOR YOU. ALL BACKED 
BY OUR UNBEATABLE 
SERVICE. 


itis, | WHEELCHAIR ADD-ON 

hemi| POWER KITS - battery 
driven that takes the push 
out of pushing and the 
dismantling out of fitting 
into cars. 


THE NEW SPORTSTER - 
fully sprung suspension and 
puncture free tyres available. 
Heavy duty model - for 
those over 18 stone. 


THE COMMERCIAL 
_| FLAT BED ELECTRUC - 


Ty TRY THE SPORTSTER AND BE SPOILT FOR 


TRY THE SPORTSTER AND BE SPOILT FOR 

I ANYTHING ELSE! NO DRIVING LICENSE REQUIRED. If passenger seats, or 

y © THE WHEELCHAIR ADD-ON POWER KIT IS A 
MUST TO TAKE THE PUSH OUT OF PUSHING. 


be ae ee ee 


available for off-road use 
only, with or without 


| modified to suit your own 
commercial requirements. 


all FOR OFF-ROAD USE ONLY 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Wenman Associates, Dept.19, The Paddocks, 
Debden Farm, Barford, Nr. Warwick CV35 8DA. 


Telephone: 0926 624432. 


See you at the Crowthorne Roadshow 1 1/12/13 June 
I cn, Mn hacrenieod 
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TV 


Chris Davies 
REEPERE Se a ees 


Aside from the regular 
programmes - Sign On (CH4, 
Saturdays), Link (ITV 
Sundays), See Hear (BBC1, 
Sundays), From the Edge 
(BBC2 fortnightly, days vary) 
and, in my part of the country, 
Life Goes On (ITV, Fridays), 
April and May have not been 
rich months for disability on 
tv. 

There was a glut of tv 
movies which seemed 
promising. Blind Witness (ITV, 
17 April) was co-written and 
co-produced by blind actor 
Tom Sullivan. Strange Voices 
(ITV, 19 April) was about the 
onset of schizophrenia. Eric 
(C4, 21 April) concerned an 
athlete with cancer. And 
Anatomy Of An Illness (C4, 28 
April) centred on a journalist’s 
remedy for a spinal disorder. 

The odds should have been 
in favour of at least one being 
praiseworthy. For me, none 
was. The worst was Blind 
Witness, despite Mr Sullivan’s 
involvement. Victoria 
Principal, in all the years she 
was in Dallas, was never 
required to be blind. 

Watching her take the lead as a 
woman being stalked by her 
husband’s killer, it was obvious 
why. She was totally 
unconvincing, to the extent 
that they probably had to use a 
body double to show her 
feeling for things. 

The villain also turned out 
to be a disabled person, simply 
to enable the heroine to 
identify him by the sound of 
his gait. What this film shared 
with all the others was crass 
stereotyping and 
sentimentality. 

Judged by the social model 
of disability, [ am not sure 
whether eczema qualifies for 
this column. At its worst, it 1s 
disabling for the person with 
the condition. It was shown at 
its worst in QED: A Chinese 
Cure for Eczema (BBC 1 28 
April). 

The programme showed 
how some British doctors had 
dared to flout Western medical 
convention by trying to adopt 
Chinese herbal cures. It’s 
fascinating to see how resistant 
to change some people are. 

However, it was a shame 
that the programme had to 
labour the point of how 
isolated some people with 
eczema can feel. Showing 
people with the condition was 
surely enough without 
stepping into emotive Telethon- 
like territory. 

Let’s look forward to the 
return of People First (CH4, 1 
June) and adult night 
documentaries Over The Edge 
on BBC 2 (6 July). 


22 BOOKS 


Using words by Sue Brearley 
and some excellent colour 
photography from Jenny 
Matthews, Jalk to Me 
(right) shows how children 
can talk to each other using 
pictures, lip-reading or sign 
language. Also in the series 
is Sally Can’t See, by Palle 
Peterson. Sally wants to be 
treated as much like other 
children as possible. How 
does she do it? 

Both books cost £4.95 
from A&C Black (Publish- 
ers) Limited, 35 Bedford 
Row, London WCIR 4JH. 


BEALE POOL °* 


ORCHARDS 


THE 


PARLOUR 


CREAM 


ICE 


SUN TERRACE 


TENNIS ° 


THE ORCHARDS 


‘We leave 
home 


every 
weekend... 


.. Dut we 


¢ GREAT 


With this Body: 
Caring and Disability 
in Marriage 

by Gillian Parker 

(Open University Press, £12.99 
pbk, £37.50 hbk) 


Comparatively little has been 
written about married couples 
where one person acquires a 
disability and the spouse 
becomes their carer. 

An assumption behind some 
writing is that disability and 
informal caring within 
marriage will be in some way 


BARS * PLAY AREA « 


LIWVWaAdNsS 


AJSINIHD 


AVMYV-IIVL 


always bring 


um and Dad made a great move when they 


bought our caravan holiday home at the 


SPECIALLY 
ADAPTED 


CARAVAN WITH 


WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESS 
NOW ON 

SHOW 


a 
EARN UP TO 


£3,500 


EXTRA INCOME 
FROM GUARANTEED 
SUB-LETTING 


Orchards. Now we get away every weekend, well 


we just love it here! 


Mum & 
Dad!” 


LVO@Addd4 


NNI 


In the day we have fun in the pool or on the 


beach with Mum and Dad, and at night it's just 


great in the club complex. 


You'll find all our facilities are easily accessible 
and it's all just a short drive away on the Essex 
sunshine coast. 


dNIDLHOIN 


The Best Days of Your Life Start Here! 


Come and see for yourself - ring now for a Special 


Guest Pass or clip the coupon. 


RING TODAY 
0255 820651 


Piteax send me a Special Guest Pass to visit the 
| Orchards on: 


a 


at POINT CLEAR 


easier, or at least less stressful 
than within other relationship 

However, the opposite is 
probably true. It is true that 
marriage involves a very close. 
relationship in which the aml 
partners know each other’s 
bodies intimately. But the 
caring spouse may find in | 
practice that the roles of lover) 
and personal carer/hygienist | 
are incompatible. At the same 
time, the disabled person may | 
resent this kind of dependency, 
when the relationship was | 
previously equal. 

Using the experiences of 21° 
couples, Gillian Parker 
examines the views of people 
who have become disabled 
after marriage, and the 
thoughts of their partners who} 
have become involved in 
supporting them. 

The style is rather stiff and | 
academic: the book is based on 
a research study and the 
writing never really escapes / 
from this constraint. 
Nevertheless, it is wide- ' 
ranging and deals in some 
detail with very real issues. 

The book comes alive 
through its extensive use of . 
direct quotations from the 
couples themselves. Each 
partner describes very clearly 
how they feel about the 
various aspects of their 
situation. One example 
encapsulates the conflict | 
between the roles of carer and | 
lover which can sometimes | 
make it difficult for couples to 
fully enjoy their sexual 
relationship: 

“When you’ve done all those 
sort of very personal things it 
takes the edge off it. It isn’t as _ 
though the desire isn’t there 
but it’s like .... when do you 
stop being a nurse and become 
a husband?” 

This is a well-rounded study 
on a relatively neglected topic, 
which covers not only the 
practical and emotional aspects 
of a partnership in which one 
person is disabled, but also the 
currently sensitive political 
issues surrounding the subject. 

Ann Darnbrough 


“Inner Child” 


Rescuing the 


WINDSURFING 
SdaYVHIDAO 


, (above) describes Penny 

Low Cost Finance available. Licensed credit broker, Parks’ therapy for adults 

written details on request. Typical APR 16.6% j Send to: The Orchards, Point Clear, St Osyth, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex CO16 8LU wie pecan "8. aye used Aa 

children. .99, Souvenir 

* THE ORCHARDS + COARSE FISHING * GARDENS * ARCADE « BOWLS « Press, 43 Great Russell 


SANDY. BEACHES °* Street, London WCIB 3PA. 
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jontinence care: the help you could be having 


lis not lost if you have incontinence, as Christine Norton explains. She gives up-to-date advice and information 


‘ople who have incontinence 
ten think: “that’s it, there’s 
sthing anyone can do. ’m 
ndemned to staying at 

sme.” 

It just isn’t true. Many types 
\jncontinence can be cured, 
d if not cured, greatly 
iproved. 

It is worth plucking up your 
rage and discussing 
continence with your doctor 
‘nurse. If they cannot help, 
k for referral to a specialist 
inic or continence adviser (a 
yecialist nurse). It is 

iportant to get an accurate 
agnosis, as there are many 
fferent types of incontinence, 
ith different treatments. 


tress incontinence 

or women who leak urine 
ith physical effort (coughing 
¢ sneezing), the standard 
eatment has been pelvic floor 
cercises. These simple 
<ercises, involving regular 
yntractions of the internal 
juscles around the vagina, can 
e taught by a nurse or 
hysiotherapist. It often takes 
-veral months to gain the full 
enefit, so it is important not 
) give up too soon. 

Many physiotherapists now 
ffer electro-stimulation to 
elp women with pelvic floor 
xercises. This may be given 
1 Outpatients, or a small 
imulator and battery box is 
yaned for home use. 

Some women find vaginal 
ones, small weights worn in 
he vagina for half-an-hour 
wice day, helpful. (For a free 
vercise sheet, see below.) 


fedwetting 

sedwetting (nocturnal enuresis) 

; very common, whether or 

jot someone has a disability. 
At ten years old, one child 

n every 20 still has a problem. 

\lthough most grow out of it 

round puberty, quite a few do 

ot. It is thought that one in 


100 young adults regularly 
wets the bed, although most 
never talk about it. 

Bedwetting can usually be 
treated. The best results are 
obtained using an “enuresis 
alarm”, which wakes the 
person when urine is passed. 
Modern alarms are small and 
discrete, worn inside clothing, 
with a tiny battery box pinned 
to nightclothes, and work well 
for adults or children. 

Temporary relief from 
bedwetting (but not a cure) 
can also be obtained from 
Desmopressin, a medicine 
which stops the body 
producing so much urine at 
night. Available on 
prescription only, it is used as 
a nose spray before going to 
bed, and can be very useful 
for special occasions, such as 
going on holiday. It has been 
approved for people with 
multiple sclerosis who are 
troubled by bedwetting. 

The Enuresis Resource and 
Information Centre (see below) 
can give more information. 


Surgery for incontinence 
Some types of incontinence, 
especially stress incontinence, 
have a high chance of cure 
with an operation. 

An abdominal operation 
leaves a bikini-line scar, but 
surgeons are now offering an 
endoscopic operation (using a 
small, metal telescope), which 
leaves almost no scar and is a 
much more minor procedure. 

Older men who have 
dribbling incontinence caused 
by an enlarged prostate gland 
around the bladder neck, may 
need to have the prostate 
removed. This is usually done 
using an instrument inserted 
into the penis, rather than 
through an open operation. 

Recently, good results have 
been reported from using 
microwaves and lasers to 
shrink the prostate, but it is 
rather too early to say what the 
long-term results will be. 

Some drugs are claimed to 
halt or even reverse prostate 
growth, but again they are too 


143 Church Street, Blackpool FY1 3NX. 
Telephone: (0253) 21641» 

We specialise in beautiful wedding gowns, designed 
and created in our own friendly studio, to suit the 
individual requirements of every disabled bride 
and at a very affordable price. 


Our many services include floristry and decorations 
for wheelchairs, walking frames etc, and special A 
occasion gowns. 


For an appointment or an informal chat 
ARR GTR telephone anytime. 


new to assess their long-term 
effectiveness. 

If the bladder is very over- 
active and causing severe 
frequency and urgency, it can 
be enlarged with a piece of 
bowel sewn on the top. This is 
obviously major surgery and 
not without possible problems. 
It is only considered for people 
whose urgency and 
incontinence are having a 
major effect upon their lives. 

Where severe incontinence 
results from damage to the 
bladder outlet or sphincter 
muscle, implanting an artificial 
urinary sphincter may be 
considered. This is very 
expensive and only available in 
a few UK hospitals. 


Self-catheterisation 

For people who leak urine 
because they cannot empty 
their bladder completely, 
intermittent self-catheterisation 
(ISC) is increasingly popular. 

Incomplete bladder 
emptying is very common 
among people with neuro- 
logical problems, such as spinal 
cord injury, multiple sclerosis, 
stroke, spina bifida, Parkinson’s 
disease and Alzheimer’s disease. 
People with diabetes can also 
find that the nerves to the 
bladder lose sensation. 

ISC involves learning how 
to insert a simple, plastic tube 
(catheter) into the bladder 
outlet to drain off surplus urine. 

If someone cannot pass 
urine at all, this may need to 
be done four or five times a 
day. Other people, who can 
pass some but not all of their 
urine, may need to catheterise 
only once or twice a day. 

Although the idea of ISC 
can seem rather alarming, 
thousands of people, aged from 


five to 95, manage to learn and 
most find it remarkably easy 
and comfortable. If done sitting 
on a toilet, there is no need for 
jugs and no risk of spillage. 

Men often need to use a 
little lubricating gel to help the 
catheter slip in easily. 

Each catheter is used for 
one week and then thrown 
away. New ones are available 
on a GP’s prescription. 

If someone cannot manage 
ISC alone, sometimes a partner 
or other carer is willing to 
learn. Most people find they 
are dry between catheters and 
many do not need to wear any 
incontinence aid.Pre-lubricated 
catheters are available. Some 
women find a catheter with a 
handle is easier to manipulate. 

Anybody who experiences a 
dribbling “overflow” incontin- 
ence should discuss ISC with 
their doctor or nurse. 


Continence services 
The UK continence services 
are the best in the world. No 
other country has a national 
network of continence advisers 
- specialist nurses dealing 
exclusively with incontinence. 
Nor does any other country 
have so many urologists, 
gynaecologists, physiotherapists 
or urodynamic investigation 
clinics. Very few have such 
good incontinence supplies. 
But this is no reason for 
complacency, and the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
is aware that services vary 
from one area to another. 
Following its review of 
continence services in 1991 
(An Agenda for Action on 
Continence Services), with 
strong recommendations which 
stressed the importance of a 
good service to people’s quality 
of life, many health authorities 
have reviewed their policies 
and made their continence 
services more of a priority. 
The Continence Services 


Action Group, which 
persuaded the DoH to produce 
the report, would be interested 
to hear how well or badly local 
continence services are 
operating. Chaired by Baroness 
Masham, president of the 
Spinal Injuries Association, it 
is made up of charities whose 
members often have continence 
problems. Letters can be sent 
to the Continence Foundation. 


Continence products 

Over 3,000 products are now 
on the market, but it is 
difficult to find the right one 
without specialist advice. Trial 
and error is really the best 
method. 

There have been no radical 
new approaches recently, but 
products to look out for 
include washable, absorbent 
pants and bed pads, non-latex 
penile sheaths for men with 
latex allergy, comformable and 
hydrogel indwelling catheters 
for people who use a long- 
term catheter, and hand-held 
urinals for men and women. 


Christine Norton, MA, RGN, 1s 
development officer of The 
Continence Foundation, 2 
Doughty Street, London WCIN 
2PH, a new charity which has a 
confidential helpline (091-213 
0050, Monday to Friday 2pm- 
7pm). Information is available 
on pelvic floor exercises, prostate 
problems, etc. An “urgent card” 
can be obtained, which explains 
that the bearer may need to use 
a toilet urgently. With the DoH, 
the Foundation is planning the 
first incontinence public awareness 
campaign, 13-19 March 1994. 
Enuresis Resource and 
Information Centre, 65 St 
Michael’s Hill, Bristol BS2 
8DZ, tel: (0272) 264920. 


Maximum Performance 


Minimum Price 
£1349 inc Delivery 
Cyclone-Quasar Limited Edition 
Leather Upholstery 
Leather Skirt Guards 
Leather Frame Protectors 
Le Mans Blue Powder Coated 
Purple Anodised Components 
Leather Tool Roll And Tools 
High Flange Tennis Wheels 
High Or Low Mount Brakes 
Folding Backrest 
Quasar Unique Spokeguards 
Pushing Handles 


The Cyclone-Quasar the latest in luxury and style, 
from the leaders in lightweight wheelchair 


C.J.S. Custom 


technology. Total comfort and upmarket quality at 

FREEPOST 
a price that's right. Based on the Cyclone M.P. the Chester CHE SYZ 
chair frame has a Lifetime warranty. B=Sse = Tel: 0244 310089 
Sponsored by Quasar Industrial Fasteners Ltd. ter oT Fax: 318100 


Send now for your FREE information pack 
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DN’s motoring correspondent, David Griffiths, reflects on the lot of the British disabled driver 


Faced with a group of 
enthusiastic disabled drivers 
in Budapest a few weeks ago, 
Alfred Bekker, the hand 
controls man, reflected that in 
Britain a higher percentage of 
people with disabilities drove 
a vehicle than any other 
country he knew. 

When we complain, as we 
often do, about costs, lack of 
vehicles and so on, spare a 
thought for the Hungarian 
disabled driver. 

If lucky, he or she may own 
a ten-year-old Trabant with 
basic hand controls and a 
semi-automatic transmission. 
There are virtually no 
concessions for disabled 
drivers in Hungary, just 
13,000 forints (about £100) a 
year towards mobility costs. 
Cars cost about the same as 
here. There are no new 
Trabants so disabled drivers 
must resort to hanging on to 
those diminuntive two-strokes 
until they gasp their last and 
then hope a replacement can 
be found, perhaps second or 
third hand, from a disabled 
driver in a neighbouring 
country. 


Favourable legislation 

One of the reasons we have so 
many drivers in Britain is that 
legislation generally has always 
favoured our independence. 
We have always been 
encouraged to learn to drive, 
right from the old days of the 
invalid car. Things change of 


course; the coming of 
European unity has brought 
with it the bureaucracy of 
Germany, France and so on. 
On more than one occasion 
our independence as disabled 
drivers has been threatened, 
yet each time we have won 
through. 


0722 336048 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE SP2 7NR 


Hustle bustle at the last Mobility Roadshow held in 1991 


Illustrated 1.3 Pop Raised Roof Courier 


EXCELLENT SIDE AND FORWARD PASSENGER VISABILITY 
SUPERB RIDE COMFORT AND STABILITY 
REALISTICALLY PRICED 

AVAILABLE THROUGH MOTABILITY 


RENAULT EXTRA AND SEAT VISTA CONVERSIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR LITERATURE OR A HOME DEMONSTRATION PHONE: 


PONINIIN(G 
CONVERSIONS 


/ 


From this you might 
imagine that disabled drivers 
in Britain are unique in their 
fight for rights. The truth is 
that much of our freedom is 
due to Government attitude. 
Have you ever stopped to 
think just how we in our little 
island come to offer the 


greatest Mobility Roadshow in 
the world? Others copy it, but 
with varying shortcomings. 
This year’s Roadshow 
promises to be even bigger 
and better. Not content with 
four wheels, there’s a section 
for bikers and even a 
wheelchair accessible hot-air 
balloon. And it’s all down to 
the Department of Transport. 


Off-road abilities 

For the first time, Land 
Rover is officially 
acknowledging that some 
disabled people may be able to 
appreciate the superb off-road 
abilities of its products. 

Built by Land Rover’s 
special vehicles division and 
based on the Discovery, the 
“Mobility Choice” package 
includes rear access for the 
wheelchair passenger via a lift, 
raised roofline, “alpine” 
windows and blinds. Two 
additional passengers plus the 
driver can be carried. 

Permanent four wheel drive 
is standard, as is the turbo- 
charged direct inject engine. 
For the enthusiast there’s a 
range of options on offer, 
including automatic 
transmission, air conditioning 
and so on. 

The appeal for many will 
be the off-road capabilities. It 
will be interesting to see how 
the wheelchair passenger fares 
in the rough, to say nothing 
of the tie-down systems, but 
others will consider it for 
jaunts in the country. Just a 
few might be tempted by the 


swish style of it all, too. i 

It should certainly create al 
stir, even with a £22,000 pri 
tag. Look forward to a full i 
report when I’ve had a spin i 
it 


i 


Other highlights of the 
Mobility Roadshow include 
the Beram-derived Voyager 
assessment vehicle from 
MAVIS (the electronic 
joystick is amazingly light), | 
and the chance to try a whole 
range of adapted vehicles. __ 
Please note you MUST haye 
your driving licence with you 
if you wish to take a vehicle 
out on the track. 

Most of the major 
assessment centres will be 
represented, as are all the 
main vehicle adaptation 
specialists and the disabled 
driver organisations, so there 
will be plenty to see and do 
even if you’re not tuned into 
ballooning, biking or Land 
Rovers. If it’s all too much fe 
you, you can always visit the 
DN stand in the foyer for a 
natter and a once-in-a-lifetim 
offer of a free copy ... 


The Mobility Roadshow is on 
11, 12, 13 June at the 
Transport Research Laboraton 
Crowthorne, Berkshire RGI1 
6AU, tel: (0344) 770463. 
Admission is free. 

Land Rover, Lode Lane, 
Solihull, West Midlands B92 
8NW, tel: 021-700 4229 


See page 27 for Mike Rogers’ 
review of the Arola also on 
display at the Roadshow. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


oF tw 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS ... 


3 ; 
from the spacious but compact ( | b) 


MAXIMUM PASSENGER 
AREA LENGTH 
1500MM (59 IN) 


OVERALL LENGTH 4053MM (159.6 IN) 


1.3 petrol or 1.8 diesel engine. Various seating 
options and passenger restraints available 


aaa: £10,976 Ex-Works 


MAXIMUM 
PASSENGER AREA 


LENGTH 
1800mmM (71 IN) MAXIMUM 
PASSENGER 
HEADROOM 
1500mM (59 IN) 


: Exclusively Supplied Direct 


2.4 petrol engine with catalytic converter, power 
steering, with option of automatic transmission 


ane £19,827 x: Works 


Giving you the option of carrying one or two” 
wheelchair passengers within a vehicle that is shorter and 


REAR ACCESS HEIGHT 
1300mM (51 IN) 


OVERALL LENGTH 4315MM (170 IN) 
Works 


1.6 petrol or 2.0 diesel engine. Various seating options available 


There is only one chotce ... 


Telephone 0935 872603 - Fax 0935 872853 


changed without prior notice at the discretion of Brotherwood Automobility Limited 


Pillar Box Lane - Beer Hackett - Sherborne - Dorset DT9 6QP 


All prices and specifications may be altered or 
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3 WINNERS for '93 


Power, Comfort and Versatility 


- a winning combination 


THE NEW 


OUMAO, 
1" for Style 


m Superbly portable and # Designed with choice 
adjustable. of colours and sizes. 


m Easily transportable. m Powerful 'quick 
release' drive units. 


1™ for a 
Manoeuvrability 


™ Descends kerbs forwards m= Superb manoeuvrability 


iii —_—_—_-—-—-—-------_ 


C To: Nesbit Evans Healthcare Mobility Division, 
N =: 


15 Cronin Courtyard, Weldon South 
Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN18 8AG 


TEL: 0536 67660 FAX: 0536 402507 


Please send me details of 4The Tornado 
The Home & Away 3 The Liberty 2 
Please send me details of other power wheelchairs 


NAME 


coupon ADDRESS 
today 


TEL NO 


Quilty ana serve hat ads the Wy 


Don't know your local dealer? Call Nesbit Evans Healthcare Mobility Division on 0536 67660 for details. 


Member of the Nesbit Evans Group of companies DN6/S3 | 
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“have just seen the first 
sxample in the UK of an idea 
‘hat has been around in the 
Netherlands for nearly 15 


years. 

The Arola bridges the gap 
yetween pavement vehicle and 
small adapted car. It is a baby 
our-wheeler with a good 
“Sit-up” position, which can be 
governed to a speed of 4 mph, 
but is capable of 50 mph on the 
road. 

A fully-enclosed two-seater, 
itis the brainchild of a Dutch 
professional rally driver and 
engineer, Dick Waaijenberg 
(pronounced Wy-en-berg). 

~ Over 3,000 Arolas have been 
sold since they appeared in 
1979 and now, after launching 
in Germany and Spain, 
Waaijenberg is looking for a 
UK agent. In the meantime, 
Burton International are the 
marketing consultants. 

_ Three Arolas will be on 
show at the Mobility 

Roadshow (Stand 170), so you 
can take a look for yourself. 


Only one owner 

I met the one and only owner 
of an Arola in the UK in 
April. 

Stan Marshall from Bolton 
Upon Dearne in Yorkshire is 
an ex-miner and wheelchair 
user. He bought his Arola 20S 
because he could find nothing 
on the British market which so 
closely met his needs. He took 
me for a ride in it. 

Powered by a 160cc Honda 
four-stroke petrol engine (there 


eRe LR 


Wie 6259 SOX) 


is also a smaller two-stroke 
version), it can be serviced by 
any Honda agent. The seven 
litre fuel tank gives a range of 
60 miles. 

Although the engine is 
small, it is coupled through a 
constantly-variable 
transmission system. So, with 
no gear changing to worry 
about, you have a wide speed 
range, from a very slow crawl 
for negotiating narrow spaces 
up to respectable road speeds. 
The Arola also has a very good 
turning circle. In its governed 
form, it can be driven as a 
pavement vehicle or cruised 
round open markets. 


Cheerful colours 

Ruggedly constructed, the 
Arola is made of glass fibre 
panels, often in bright, 
cheerful colours, mounted on a 
galvanised steel chassis. Styling 
is functional rather than 
aesthetic, the main aim being 
to keep production costs down 
and provide easier access with 
maximum visibility. 

Inside, there is a fixed bench 
seat. Mr Marshall manages to 
transfer from his wheelchair 
with some assistance viaa_ | 
short plank. 

The wheelchair is stored, 
folded, beside him. Or he 
could have it in a cradle on the 
back, with an optional electric 
lift. 

Driving controls, operated 
by hand or foot, are well 
placed, as you might expect of 
its rally-driver designer. 


THE NEW AUTOCHAIR automatic wheelchair carrier. 


Folds, lifts and locks away any wheelchair in less than 90 seconds, with no 
physical effort. Fits any car including ones without roof gutters Simple to fit 


and use, is extremely reliable. 


MEYLAND — electric person lift 


For driver or passenger, attended or 
own use. Fits all 2 door and larger 
4 door cars. Lifts up to 17% stone. 


MINI-HOIST — wheelchair, electric 
wheelchair & electric scooter lift 


Electric lifts for easy loading in boot, 
hatchback or estate. All models can 
fold down when not in use. 5 models, 
30 to 100 kilogram lift. 


FULL LITERATURE, DETAILS OF LOCAL AGENTS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS contact: 


AUTOCHAIR LTD. 
Millford Lane, Bakewell, Derbyshire, DE4 1DX 
Tel: (0629) 813493 Fax: (0629) 814725 


For winter driving, or to 
cope with steamy windows, 
Stan Marshal!’s model has an 


The Arola at large (above) 
and Stan Marshall (right), 
pioneer UK owner 


optional Calor gas cabin heater, 
but it does not have 
intermediate heat settings so 
he is either hot or cold. 
Another, more important 
drawback, is that he cannot 
just switch off the speed 
governor when he wants to. 
An engineer has visited him 
and the manufacturer is 
working on the problem. 
Every Arola is built to meet 


the needs of the buyer. 
Waaijenberg recommends that 
prospective customers are fully 


TODAY’S BEST-EQUIPPED SMALL CAR 
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rive on the pavement and the road 


| he Arola, which will be at the Mobility Roadshow, could fill a gap in the market. Mike Rogers meets the first UK owner 


consulted before they buy. 
There are plenty of options, 
such as a heated rear window, 
windscreen washers, sun roof, 
catalytic heating system, de 
luxe wheel disks or a stereo 
radio. Some options come at 
no extra cost. 


Declaring independence 
In spite of the one or two 
limitations, Stan Marshall is 
becoming an Arola enthusiast. 
He is relishing his new-found 
independence on and off the 
road and so is his family. 

The starting price of around 
£7,000 sets the Arola between 
the top-of-the-range pavement 
vehicles and modified saloon 
cars. 


Further information from Burton 
International, Abbots Morton, 
Worcester WR7 4NA, _ tel: 
(0386) 792520. 


OFFERS YOU SOMETHING EXTRA... 
... YOUR INDEPENDENCE. 


Now you can really enjoy independence in the most impressive 
“small” car of the 90’s. The stylish Clio has rapidly become a 
favourite for disabled people because it gives you big car comfort. 

The award-winning Clio is big on choice too. For example, 
power steering is standard on three versions and optional on a 
further three. A four-speed, twin-range automatic gearbox is also 
available on 1.4 litre RN and RT models. (Power steering is 


standard on all Clio automatics.) 


A height adjustable driver’s seat with adjustable lumbar 
support is available on all versions from 


RT upwards. 


remote control 


NAME: 


And both a 24W hi-fi with fingertip 
and remote control 
central locking are standard on RT and 
optional on RN versions. 

The five-door Clio can also be fitted 


with a Kempf rear sliding door conversion and electric hoist to 
make stowing a wheelchair behind your seat a simple, push- 
button operation. In fact, most models in the Renault range can 
be adapted to make the disabled motorist’s life easier and more 
enjoyable with modifications by specialists including hand 
controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 

Renault is an approved manufacturer on the Motability Car 


Purchase Scheme, so if you receive a mobility allowance you’re 


eligible to choose from most of the Renault range and purchase at 
the special Motability price. 


Ask at your local Renault dealer for details of the Renault 


ADDRESS: 


Disabled Motorists Programme, special finance terms and any 
required modifications, or return the coupon below. 


RENAULT CLIO 


POSTCODE: 


TELEPHONE NO: 


DN 9306 O od 
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Share Your Problems 


‘There’s too 
little time and 
so many men!’ 


Ann Darnbrough, DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


“J date, and the way I feel 
about it right now is that there 
is too little time and so many 
men.” This is Wendy, writing 
in a new Canadian magazine 
called It’s Okay! 

Described as an 
“international consumer 
quarterly on sexuality, sex and 
disability”, /t’s Okay! is upbeat 
and forthright. It was some 
time before Wendy could feel 
so positive. Her first thoughts 
after her accident, which left 
her with paraplegia, were 
pretty depressing: “I thought 
my sex life was over. I had had 
a serious boyfriend before the 
accident. We had broken up 
but he was still around.” 

Wendy didn’t like the idea 
that he might be the only man 
she was ever going to have. 
Nevertheless, she thought: 
“Maybe I should grab him and 
hang on to him.” In the event, 
she let him go, and things 
seem to have turned out well. 

So far, I haven’t specifically 
mentioned the needs and 
concerns of gay men and 
lesbians in this column (mainly 
because no-one has written to 
me about these issues), so I’m 
glad to mention two items in 


It’s Okay! The first refers to 
an anthology compiled by 
Somaphiles, an organisation of 
“disabled lesbians/two-spirited 
women”. They comment: 
“There is a lack of writing 
which articulates our 
perspectives, our experiences, 
our oppression. There is also a 
lack of visual imagery which 
depicts our bodies, pleasures, 
etc.” The anthology may not 
be available yet, but it could be 
worth writing to enquire. 


When looks can kill 


In the same issue, Tom, 31, 
who has cerebral palsy, finds 
that being gay and disabled 
presents a double barrier. He 
describes going into a room full 
of gay men who aren’t disabled 
and. who pride themselves on 
their looks and the looks of 
their partners. “Is anyone 
going to centre you out for 
caring attention - or want 
your” he asks. 

It seems that wherever you 
go the problem of image comes 
between us and our desires. Is 
the gay community more than 
usually concerned with how a 
person looks? 

Tom’s answer to being 


ostracised was to start an 
organisation for disabled gays 
in Canada. If any disabled 
lesbian or gay readers in the 
UK would feel more 
comfortable in a group which 
caters especially for their 
needs, and which raises issues 
surrounding their disability and 
sexuality, they need look no 
further than Regard. 


Giving and getting 

Last month, I wrote about 
surrogate therapy, quoting Dr 
Martin Cole: “With a 
surrogate, the need to please is 
removed. You see, he’s already 
paid her, so he’s pleased her.” 
(DN, May). 

Alicia, from the Dutch 
surrogacy service Stichting 
Alternatieve Relatiebemiddeling 
(SAR), disagreed. “It is never 
love, like a partnership, but a 
mutual caring and respecting 
sort of friendship, where the 
subject of money is forgotten 
almost until I say goodbye. So 
they don’t feel this is an 
obligation, but as a more 
complete experience. When 
they please me too, it makes 
them feel of more use again. 

“Don’t misunderstand; the 
pleasing of me is not going as 
far as in a normal relationship, 
but it is a game between two 
people. If the disabled person 
is the only one who gets, and 
its not allowed to give, it 
doesn’t fulfil his needs.” 

A danger when talking about 
sex is to concentrate only on 
the physical side of love- 
making. So I was delighted to 
hear from Madhab (not his 
real name), who said that in 
Asian communities, cultural 
factors can have a profound 
influence on relationships. 


VAN RENTALS 


~| for Wheelchair and Scooter Users 


a 


Go where you want, when you want with 


Wheelchair Getaways. Now you can rent our 
fully equipped, wheelchair accessible, luxury 
vans at more than 42 locations nationwide. 


Our vans feature: 
@ power lifts 


B® raised roofs or lowered floors 


@ plush interiors 


@ front & rear air conditioning 
@ state-of-the-art tie-down systems 
@ hand controls at most locations 


Scooter rentals available at 


r 
GETAWAYS 


CO SR 


participating franchises. For franchise information call 410-557-0125 


Directory of Locations euone «Fax numBeRs) 


Atlanta, GA 


404-457-9851 Fort Myers, FL 813-495-6932 New Orleans,LA 504-454-1178 San Francisco,CA 209-441-7577 
Rage a aeoece 813-495-6932 504-455-7315 209-237-0649 
A epeag aes arrisburg, PA sate Norfolk, VA 804-497-7879 San Jose, CA 209-441-7577 
: é 215-348-5298 
Austin, TX Serer: Hilton Head, SC Secon. N. Myrtle Beach, SC 803-842-6898 Sarasota, FL a eare 
: 803-785-4916 
Baltimore, MD ane Houston, TX beers Northern NJ 908-781-9155 Savannah, GA eet 
J - ‘ 2 215-968-0875 
Central, NJ Re: Indianapolis, IN a! Feet Northern IN 219-769-4782 St. Petersburg, FL Seas 
-291- 219-769-4782 
Charleston, SC eee Lancaster, PA Mea gece Oakland, CA 714-831-1972 Tampa, FL Toes 
Ml 560-5159 714-362-2414 
Chicago, IL Legletes Los Angeles,CA 714-831-1972 Orlando, FL 407-365-1414 — Trenton, NJ eee 
Clana parr . 714-362-2414 407-359-9805 : 908-919-0256 
; piaosaee arco, FL 813-495-6932  Philadelphia,PA 410-557-0125 Virginia Beach, VA 804-497-7879 
ate NEGTLae 1 cee 813-495-6932 410-692-2392 215-348-5298 
: eis = iami, vlpeleoce Phoenix, AZ 602-788-1985 Washington, D.C. 410-557-0125 
Eastern Shore,MD 215-968-0875 Myrth > BEB 717560 S154 23 790 5888 
; pet yrtle Beach, SC 803-842-6898 Reading, PA 717-560-5154 — Westchester Co., NY 203-790-9998 
ETON: oh 803-785-4916 717-560-5159 203-798-8640 
y, ae a Naples, FL aes San Antonio, TX 210-620-4425 West Palm Beach, FL 407-967-9488 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 407-967-9488 | Newark, NJ 908-781 i asin ie 
4 a 9155 San Diego, CA 714-831-1972 Williamsburg, VA  804-497- 
407-641-3658 215-968-0875 714-362-2414 a misaineose 
Wilmington, DE 215-968-0875 
[ 215-639-9809 


“Being an Asian man with a 
disability who was born in 
England, my views and 
problems are different. There 
are many arranged marriages 
within the Asian community. If 
you are a person with a 
disability, the chances of a 
marriage being arranged are 
very low. Mainly, families do 
not believe that anyone will 
want to marry a disabled son 
or daughter and so will not try 
to find a partner. If an Asian 
man or woman finds a partner 
‘the English way’, pressure can 
also come from the families 
because of what the Asian 


community will say. Religion is 
also a big factor because it is 
considered that a couple should 
only get together if they share 
the same beliefs. 

“Do not get me wrong; it is 
possible, depending on family 
strengths and freedom.” 

Madhab goes on to ask if 
any Asian readers agree with 
his views. Please write. 

A few months ago I wrote 
about the “Living Will”, 
whereby you can sign a 
document expressing a wish 
that you may not be subjected 
to life-sustaining medical 
treatments in certain 
circumstances (DN, March). 

Someone I will call Leslie 
wrote: “I have had a Living 
Will for several months. It took 
me quite a while to think about 
this, especially as they are 
issued by the Euthanasia 


Society - I do not believe in 
euthanasia. I am now so glad I 
took this step, and feel very 
happy about it.” 

In response to the same . 
article, Dennis (not his real 
name) wrote: “I lived through | 
some frightful years during 
which I longed to die as life | 
had become a negative 
quantity, entirely as a result of 
faulty medical advice. | was__ } 
contemplating the best way of 
achieving suicide when a 
thought struck me: the amount’ 
of time I'll be alive is | 
negligibly small when | 
compared to the amount of 
time I'll be dead. Is there any 
point in shortening it still | 
further? I decided no.” 


Dangerous safeguards 
Finally, a letter from Mary. 


“Pro-euthanasia advocates 
always stress the ‘strict 
safeguards’ they want. All such 
‘safeguards’ would do is ensure 
that only sick and disabled 
people would be eligible for 
euthanasia. Able-bodied people 
who express a wish to die 
would be assumed to be wrong 
to desire death, because the 
general consensus is that their 
lives are worth living. Sick and 
disabled people, however, 
would be regarded as right to 
want to die, because of the 
prevalent philosophy that 
disability and illness are fates 
worse than death. 

“Legalising voluntary 
euthanasia would contribute to 
the negative view society has 0} 
disability; a view amply 
demonstrated already by the 
general enthusiasm for abortior 
on grounds of disability. If 
killing depressed able-bodied 
people is wrong, why should 
the disabled and ill be denied 
the help automatically given to 
the able-bodied, to enable then 
to value their lives? Killing the 
disabled who want to die 
merely accedes to the view tha 
disabled lives are so awful they 
are better destroyed.” 


It’s. Okay!, Phoenix Counse 
Inc, One Springbank Drive, S 
Catherines, Ontario, Canade 
L2S 2KL. Subscription: £12. 
Somaphiles, PO Box 41, 470 
Keele Street, North York 
Ontario, Canada M37 1P3. 
Regard, BM Regard, Londoi 
WCI 3XX. 


WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER 
SECUREMENT 


FM13877 


Child control harness 
Ze Inertia seat belt 
systems 


Unit 17, Lake Business Centre, 
Tariff Road, London N17 OYX 
NMI SAFETY SYSTEMS LTD 

Tel: 081-801 5339 
Fax: 081-801 3491 A 


Custom made service for local 
authorities and caring organisations 


(} Passenger safety equipment 
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Summer fun 
starts here 


There are all kinds of fun 
things to do in the summer, 
whether you like to go out and 
get some exercise, or stay 
indoors with friends. 

Cycling can be for fitness, 
competition, getting about, or 
just for fun. Chevron’s 
Easyrider is a manually-oper- 
ated wheelchair-bike which can 
go at over 20mph. It is clipped 
on to an existing wheelchair 
and has up to 42 gears. 

Mr S Birbeck of Basingstoke 
was the first person to buy one 
and rides seven miles a day to 
keep fit. “The Easyrider is a 
great concept which works very 
well,” he said. “It separates 
from the wheelchair easily and 
is very comfortable to ride.” 
£850 (attachment only), £1800 
(with wheelchair). Not suitable 
for use with folding wheel- 
chairs. Chevron, Brunswick 
Business Park, 18 Summers 
Road, Liverpool L3 4BL, tel: 
051-707 1146. 

The Polo from W R Pashley 
is a motorised tricycle for dis- 
abled children aged eight to 15 
that enables them to keep up 
with the rest of the gang. 
When the child is peddling, the 
motor goes off. When he stops 
peddling, the motor takes over. 
The saddle and _ handlebars 
have a wide range of adjust- 
ment to give maximum com- 
fort. 

Mary Queally of the Dis- 
abled Living Foundation thinks 


the Polo is “excellent”, and 
that Pashley are good at “one- 
off” specific adaptations. 
£229.25. W R Pashley Ltd, 
Masons Road, Stratford-upon- 
Avon CV37 9NL, tel: (0789) 
292263. 

The Bradshaw _ Bowls 
Buggy from Bradshaw Engi- 
neering is a _. wheelchair 
designed for the bowling green. 
The chair tips forward as the 
user leans forward to bowl. 

Dr David Peacock, vice 
chairman of the _ British 
Wheelchair Bowlers Associa- 
tion said: “At last we can play 


against our able-bodied friends 
without any quarter being 
asked or given. We need no 
concessions whatsoever. It’s a 
wonderful feeling.” The chair 


INDEPENDENCE 
at the touch of a button 


HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


§SELECT COMFORT FROM A 


THOUSAND POSITIONS 
HEAD-UP- 


& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
Telephone: (0985) 847788 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 


THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 


¥ Please tick [JBEDS [] CHAIRS 
y NAME 

g ADDRESS 

4 Tel 

¥ el: 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


SEEKa CHAIR 


SUPPLIERS TO DSS 


@aSm@eeee Se EB SS SS SF 
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AND NOW THE 
AUTOMATIC j 


SEAT LIFT N 


AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 


Wheelchair-cycling with the Easyrider from Chevron 


Bowling couldn't be easier with the Bradshaw Bowls Buggy 


with adjustable seat, height 
and width. £1,140. Bradshaw 
Engineering, 88 South Road, 
Portishead, Bristol BS20 
9DY, tel: (0275) 848070. 

For not so sunny days, or 
for those who have difficulty 


(0345) 023153. 

If you fancy something more 
artistic, try one of the Creative 
Arts & Crafts Videos from 


Artyfacts. Successful Water- 
colours from Photography is a 90 
minute video that promises to 


getting out a lot, here are make painting watercolours 
some indoor activities. easier, even for people who 

John Slade of Essex and his can’t draw well. £15 plus £2 
three children are all partially p&p, Artyfacts, Insight, 13 


sighted. Mr Slade has devised 
a series of visual-tactile board 
games to enable visually 
impaired people to play tradi- 
tional games like Ludo and 


High Way, Broadstone, Poole, 
BH18 9NB, tel: (0202) 692183. 

Finally, enjoy a game of 
poker with Giant Print play- 
ing cards. £3.60 inc p&p. 


Chinese Chequers with From Chester-Care, Sidings 
sighted opponents. Slade- Road, Low Moor Estate, 
colour games, from £6.55. Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts 


Through RNIB, Bakewell 
Road, Orton South Gate, 
Peterborough PE2 OWS, tel: 


NGI17 7JZ. Tel: (0623) 757955 
for a free catalogue. 
Tracy Scollin 


dismantles and can be trans- 
ported. It comes in two sizes 


New Insurance Scheme 
to Help you “Keep Mobile” 


Motorists with disabilities have special requirements when they have an accident and their car has to be 
repaired. To be deprived of mobility and independence is devastating and is only catered for adequately by 
Fish Insurance under their “Keep Mobile” scheme. 


As Fish Insurance are UK’s leading insurer of 
people with disabilities, with probably more 
knowledge of the needs of disabled people than 
any other insurer, you will find many cover 
improvements built into the policy and not 
available anywhere else. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 
Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


e “Keep Mobile” provides free car hire or taxis 
from day one and immediate repairs may be 
undertaken anywhere in the UK. 


e Medical certificates are not required and high 
injury cover is given. 


available from 
M.J. Fish & Co. 


e Wheelchairs are covered 


FREEPOST 

e Protected Bonus (no loss of no claims PRESTON 
discount in the event of an accident). PR2 2BR 
e “Keep Mobile” is available on cars and vans Tel: (0772) 


modified for disabled passengers. 


724442 


e Adaptations & modifications are replaced on a 
new for old basis irrespective of the age of 
the car which gives much higher write-off claim 

settlements. 


Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
My policy is due for renewal ON ...........+-2-seseeeeeeees 


Cover for any driver over age 21 years. 


e “Keep Mobile” is guaranteed to cost 10% less 
than you comprehensive renewal with your 
current insurer. 


“Keep Mobile” comes with a 7 day “no quibble” money back guarantee. 


The service and care that you will receive from Fish Insurance is exceptional and not restricted to cars. 
They offer many other types of insurance, specially designed for people with disabilities and it is 
worthwhile sending for their free insurance leaflet. 
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The 1993/4 Access Holiday 
Guide for wheelchair users 
costs £3.25 (inc p&p) from 
The Access Holiday Guide, 7 
Roundberry Drive, Salcombe, 
Devon TQ8 8LyY. 


Galviz Telecom operates a 
computer communications sys- 


30 INFORMATION 


tem and offers free access to 
registered disabled _ people. 
(There is a £10 account set up 
charge.) Galviz Telecom, 3 
Stroud Road, Wimbledon Park, 
London SW19 8DQ, tel: 081- 
944 8021. 


Therapeutic Recreation 
United Kingdom has been set 
up to promote therapeutic 
recreation. To join, contact 
Hilary Bell, 16 Ashton Street, 
Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8JP. 


www wee eee eee ee ee ee ee eee eee ee 
eeeeeresecese 
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Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 


>. 
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HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 
Costa Blanca & Almeria, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and holiday centres in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 
CONCESSIONARY FERRY RESERVATIONS 
BROCHURE AND PRICES AVAILABLE 


Bees eaceeesccessaseesesesesesseeesscssesene 


Per 


The Ambassador Group of 
people who use communication 
aids visit centres, schools and 
colleges and give advice and 
information. Contact Anthony 
Robertson, 6 Shapland Way, 
Palmers Green, London N13 
4EZ, tel: 081-886 4423. 


Building Bridges between peo- 
ple who use and people who pro- 
vide services costs £6 for the 
National Institute from Social 
Work, 5 Tavistock Place, Lon- 
don WCIH 9SS, tel: 071-387 
9681. 


moves 


Jonathan 
Brown is now 
a development 
officer at the 
NCVO, - spe- 

cialising in 
rural development - including 
health. Ginny Jenkins (above) 
(formerly clothing adviser at 
the Disabled Living Founda- 
tion) is now co-ordinator of a 
new charity Action on Elder 
Abuse. Alastair Kent is the 


first director of the Genetic 
Interest Group. Anne 
Luttman-Johnson (legal 


claims officer at the Spinal 
Injuries Association) has taken 
over from Jonathan Hol- 
brook as chair of the Group 
for Solicitors with Disabilities. 


The NEW JMC Rehab Catalogue 
for Aids to Daily Living, Mobility, 
Rehabilitation & Orthotic Products! 


The new 1993-1994 JMC Rehab Catalogue is now 
available. Illustrated in colour throughout are wide 
ranges of disability and self-help aids, household, 
toiletting and bathing products; walking aids, 
orthopaedic supports, soft bracing products and 
orthopaedic footwear. 


Phone NOW on 0236 764874 to receive your free copy 
(fully priced throughout) or complete the FREEPOST 
tear-off slip below. 


Title (Miss, Mrs, Ms, Mr) 
Surname 

Organisation 

Address 


Please send me a free colour catalogue 


Initial(s) 


Position 


Private Enquiry 


Postcode 


Please put me on your catalogue mailing list in future 


L (tick box) 


LI (tick box) 


L (tick box) 


JMC Rehab Ltd., FREEPOST, 24 Hogg Street, 
Airdrie, ML6 9BR 


WHAT’S ON | 
a 


Graphical User Interfaces in Disability, a British Computer; 
Society disabled specialist group meeting, 1 June in Putney, Lon- 
don. Free. Contact Bob J Jamieson, 42 Church Park Road, Pitsea) 
Village, Basildon, Essex SS13 3BS, tel: (0268) 558208. 


Council Tax and Disability, a training course, 9 June in central 
London. Details from Vincent Luttman, Disability Alliance ERA,| 
Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London El 7SA, tel: 


071-247 8776. 


Partners in Touch, Wales conference on deaf-blindness. 18 June 
in Cardiff. Contact Kirsteen Cooper, Sense, 11-13 Clifton Terrace, 
Finsbury Park, London N4 3SR, tel: 071-272 7774. 


Vision °93, an exhibition of services for people who are visually 
impaired, 18-19 June in Chelmsford Library. Further details from 
Michelle Krethlow Shaw, Chelmsford Library, PO Box 882, Mar- 
ket Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1LH. 


British Deaf Association (BDA) annual members conference. 
18-20 June in Leeds. Free. For more information, contact Sheila 
Gregory, marketing and promotions officer, BDA, 38 Victoria 
Place, Carlisle CAl 1HU, tel: (0228) 48844 (voice) 28719 (DCT). 


Disability, Equipment and Information Day Exhibition. 23 
June in Swansea. Free. More information from the Disabled Liv- 
ing Assessment Centre, St John’s Road, Manselton, Swansea SA5 
8PR, tel: (0792) 580161. 


Sexuality and Personal Relationships, a three day course for 
staff working with people with learning difficulties. 23-25 June in 
London. £150. More details from Helen Wallace, courses adminis- 
trator, Family Planning Association, 27-35 Mortimer Street, Lon- 
don WIN 7RBjJ, tel: 071-636 7866. 


Vision in Education and Leisure, an exhibition with seminars. 
30 June in Swindon. Contact Julie Robinson, RNIB, 224 Great 
Portland Street, London WIN 6AA, tel: 071-3881266. 


From Rhetoric to Reality, a SPOD regional day conference, 1 
July in Redditch. £55. Further details from SPOD, 286 Camden 
Road, London N7, tel: 071-607 8851. 


Castle Priory 

Financial Management for non-financial managers, 15-16 July. £135. 
You & Me Yoga, 19-22 July. £254. 

Challenging Behaviour - Programmes into Action, 26 July. £48 
For details contact Castle Priory, Thames Street, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire OX10 OHE, tel: (0491) 837551. 


We can’t offer you the universe... 


but the COMPGNION 
Portable 
Environmental 

Control 

could make aq WORLD 


/ EASY TO PROGRAM, CAN BE SET UP IN MINUTES 
o&/ OPERATES FROM RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 

&/ CONTROLS A HANDS-FREE TELEPHONE 

/ 100 NUMBER TELEPHONE MEMORY 

/ USE AT HOME AND ABROAD 


FO END CUT MORE SOUR OW, HOW POSSUM CAN IMPROVE THE 
FOR, SORE ON 2OMEONE-LOU INOW, RICE RET Wie 
FOR 


POSSUM CONTROLS LTD, MIDDLEGREEN ROAD, LANGLEY, SLOUGH, BERKS. SL3 6DF 
TELEPHONE 0753 579234 FAX 0753 512840 


Possum - providing for a better way of life. 
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I must say, we have been 

lly lucky. When I first got 
ay motorised wheelchair a 
jew years ago, the council 
}ame readily to the rescue. 

) Kerb climbing is one thing, 
hut when being faced by a 

ive inch kerb and told by the 
jales person to “take a good 
un at it m’dear”, one 
instinctively says: “No way 
osé.” Apart from the initial 
jolt on the spine from the 
impact of rubber on kerb, I 
iid not relish the thought of 
jeing ejected from the driving 
heat and catapulted into Mrs 
dmith’s prize winning 
Moribunda gigantica. 

My husband David 
‘elephoned the council with a 
olite enquiry, about the 
possibility of lowering the 
1uge kerb opposite our 
oungalow. The very next day 
1 council representative called 
round. He asked where I 
would like to go in my 
wheelchair, “Into town 
yerhaps?” Much to my delight 
ind astonishment, plans were 
nade to lower every kerb all 
the way into the town centre. 

We could hardly believe it, 
but sure enough the following 
week yellow paint signs 
marked the kerbs to be 
attacked. Within a few weeks 
the work was completed. The 
wonderful part to me was 
that, through one request, so 
many people were helped - 
pram pushers and disabled 
people alike. 

Since giving such high 
praise, I now find that the 
town centre has been 
pedestrianised. Orange badge 
holders may only park up 
until 10am and again after 
4pm. Which makes market 
visits very restrictive. Perhaps 
it's time for another phone 
call. 


Barbara Buist 


G&M 


‘COACHWORK 
DEVON 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 


A sponsored bob- 
sleigh on the 
Olympic run in Lille- 
hammer, Norway, 
raised £10,000 for 
the Trevor Jones 
Trust for people with 


sport-related injuries. 


What could they be 
thinking as they 
tremble at the top 
of the 1,365m run? 
Answers please to 
DN, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 
4EQ by 10 June. 


DN’s crossword 
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ACROSS 
Disability charity (6) 
5. Long-winded (6) 
6. Sea between England and 
France (7) 
9. Indicate (6) 


— 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR THE 
FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY PLUS 


3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR GOOD 
USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. FOR ADVICE ON 
CONVERSIONS, MOTABILITY & VAT EXEMPTION 
CONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT, TEL: 0803 812260 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


. West Indian island (7) 

. Stride (anag) 

. Beautiful (6) 

. Group of Western countries 


(1,1) 


. Clear area (5) 
. The devil (5) 
. Estimating (8) 
. Paraffin (8) 

. Large (3) 


DOWN 
Boy’s name (7) 
Tin (3) 
West Indian island (8) 
Wheel shaft (4) 
Beg (5) 
Pastime (8) 
Irritating (8) 


. Racial class (5) 

. Slang for salesperson (3) 
. Lustre (5) 

. Mount (5) 

. Be moody (4) 

. Eager (4) 


.. NEWS QUIZ ... 


1. Who won the football 
league championship? 

2. The administration of 
which disability benefit was 
severely criticised by MPs? 
3. Which newspaper bought 
the Observer? 

4. Why was a Sikh police 
officer from Nottinghamshire 
awarded £25,000? 


5. How much will a tour of 
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Buckingham Palace cost? 

6. Who is to be the Spastics 
Society’s new chief executive? 
7. Which African National 
Congress leader died? 

8. The president of which 
country was assassinated? 

9. Which tennis player was 
stabbed? 

10. Which party won the 
Newbury by-election? 


May winner 

The £10 prize goes to Jon 
Wilson from Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire for: “Hang on! 
My Rolex is caught.” 

Keep your entries flooding in! 


ADJ BEDS « COMMODESe ARMCHAIRS e LIFTERS e REACHERS »¢ 


AT LAST 
SUPERSTORES FOR 
THE LESS. ABLE 


Over 2000 products 


all under one roof 

Free advice from in-store therapists 
Easy Parking & Access 

Open 9-S5pm Daily. Saturday 10-4pm 


HOME ASSESSMENT AVAILABLE 
ON LARGER ITEMS 


Call Now For Your Free Information Pack 


KEEP ABLE 


Making life easter 
Capital Interchange Way (near Kew Bridge) 
Brentford, Middlesex TW8 OEX 


081 742 21381 


Sterling Park, Pedmore Road, Brierley Hill West Midlands 
DY5 ITA (Near the Merry Hill Shopping Centre) 


0384 48 45 44 


TOILET SEATS ¢ CUSHIONS HOISTS * POWER CHAIRS * RAMPS 


e BATHBOARDS ¢ KITCHEN AIDS ¢ WHEELCHAIRS © RISER CHAIRS e COMMODES ® BATHLIFTS @TRAYS e 
°S1lVYe GVHD e SI4I1 HIVLS ¢ SLIVASYAMOHS ¢ SIV ONIMIWM # AYATLND © SHALOOOS © SYVO WOVE 
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FOR SALE 


CHAIRMAN ASTRA AUTO 1988. 
Floor lowers for easy wheelchair access. 
Extra seat in back. Very good condition. 
£6,800 ono. Tel: 081-806 5198. 


CARTERS CHEETAH powerchair, 9 
months old, little used, exceptional con- 
dition. £2,500. Tel: (0249) 720841. 


BURTONS VARIABLE HEIGHT 
panel bed. Very strong, 6ft 8in x 3ft. 
Cost £600, will accept £200. Tel: (0249) 
720841. 


LARK XT SCOOTER, rechargeable, 
easily disassembled for car boot. Excel- 
lent condition. Cost £1,400. Nearly new. 
£800. Tel: (0233) 732098. 


TRIUMPH 3 WHEEL electric chair, 
dry batteries, only used once, as new. 
Cost £1,935, would take £1,750 ono. 
Tel: (0438) 357736. 


WHEELCHAIR, brand new ultra-light 
Quadra Express Ortho-Kinetics model, 
easily handled. Tel: 031-332 2103 
(Saynor). 


LARK PC 3 WHEELER 4304, as brand 
new, less than 10 miles use. View 
Bournemouth. Bargain half price. New 
£1,690. Sell £800. Tel: (0202) 871694. 


PARKER CARE CHAIR. Motorised, 
adjustable footrest and back. Seat 20 in 
wide 17 in hight. Beige. Cost £1,200. 
Accept £675. Tel: 081-889 2784. 


BEC STERLING FOUR scoota, with 
charger. 18 months old but hardly used. 
Immaculate condition. Sale due to 
bereavement. £1,250. Tel: (0803) 770277. 


G REG NISSAN VANETTE luxury 
conversion, sunroof, rear speakers, etc. 
Four seats plus 1/2 wheelchairs. Current 
cost £11,000. Only 19,000 miles, fully 
serviced. £5,250. Unwin Quicklift avail- 
able. Tel: 061-881 3948. 


E REG ESCORT 1.6L, 5,600 miles 
from new. Hand controls fitted. Powered 
steering fitted. Powered hand _ throttle 
with electric carchair fitted. £9,500. Tel: 
(0992) 711316. 


BEC STERLING 3 wheel scoota. 12 
volt, var. speed, twin batt. power with 
mains charger, 25 mile range. As new. 


£700. Tel: 081-399 2373 after 8pm. 


SUNGIFT 300 battery scooter. Only 
used 3 times. Cost £2,000, will accept 
£1,100. Possible delivery Surrey/Lon- 
don. Tel: (0344) 844185. 


SCOOTER, only used once, as new, 
only £950. Tel: 081-953 1238. 


1982 METRO CHAIRMAN 1.3 auto . 
32,000, PAS, powered ramp, Reselco 
hand controls. £2,000 ono. Tel: 081-543 
3431. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE mark 1, Anni II 
power steering, electric windows, 41,000 
miles, good condition electric power Car- 
chair wheelchair fitted pas. front. £5,500. 
Tel: (0484) 854104 (Brooker). 


LARK BATTERY OPERATED .3 
wheel scooter, hardly used, insured Aug. 
£700 ono. Tel: (0926) 314854. 


CARCHAIR ATTENDANT 
wheelchair, excellent condition. Hardly 
used, was fitted to 1987 Escort. More 
interested to suit user than amount of 


offer. Tel: (0494) 674665. 


GM 


working together 


Join GMB today 


NW1 1TU (offices accessible). 


membership (details and forms). 


Join Britain’s fastest 
Fy growing Trade Union! 


The Kentish Town and Camden Branch of the GMB is focussing its cam- 
paigns on voluntary sector and disability issues. 


We welcome all voluntary sector workers and workers from disability organi- 
sations to join us to protect jobs from local authority and government cuts 
and to campaign on disability issues. 


Meetings of the branch held monthly at: Artsline, 5 Crowndale Road, London 


Contact Leo Rawlings or Roger Robinson on 071 388 2227 (daytime) for 


DISPLAY 


- GMB 


u¢ 
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Fully upholstered seat to ensure comfort andstyle ina range of colours 


and fabric finishes. 


Programmabke control unit toadjust/setspeed, sensitivity,angleand 
pitch ofcontrolstick to suit the user's particulardisability. 
Precision-formed steel box-framed chassis givingoptimum rigidity, 


durability andstrength. 
Indoorand Outdoor capability. 


Lowcentre of gravity /Ideal weight distribution. 


DESIGNER DISABLED APPLIANCES Ltd. are proud toannounce 
the opening of a disabled resource centre, CARE HOUSE on 


Merseyside in early 1993. 


For further information / demonstration. Please contact 
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Designer Disabled Appliances Ltd. on (0244) 300729. 


CAREHOUSE, 6 Poulton Green Close, Spital Cross, 
Bebington, Wirral, L63 9FS. Tel: 0244 300729 


RUNAROUND, 3 WHEELED vehicle, 
new batteries. £600. Tel: 081-397 1043. 


NISSAN MICRA E REG. Automatic 
hand and foot controls. Power steering, 
suitable for driver with MD. Colour red, 
mileage 20,000. Very good condition. 
£4,000. Tel: (0634) 570732 (Gillingham, 
Kent). 


PACE SAVER EXCEL SCOOTER 
(new) with charger. Cost £1,000. Sell for 
£1,000. Also folding chrome self-pro- 
pelled wheelchair. £100. Tel: 081-698 
5458. 


PACE SAVER EXCEL ELECTRIC 3 
wheeler. New Dec. 92, hardly used. Will 
deliver 50 miles Reading for trial by gen- 
uine enquirer. £1,595 new. Asking 
£1,150. Tel: (0734) 862116 after 7pm. 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN ESPRIT 
Ford Transit, 2.0 litre, petrol. June 1990 
G reg, 16,000 miles, garaged. Carries up 
to 3 wheelchairs, rear hydraulic lift, vgc. 
£13,500. Tel: (0249) 720841. 


FIAT FIORINO, G reg, 1,100m, con- 
verted for wheelchair ramp, _ electric 


winch, £3,900. Tel: (0529) 303681. 


ORTHOKINETICS ELECTRIC lift- 
ing and reclining chair. 2 years old. £550. 
Cost £1,425. Tel: 081-894 6486. 


WESSEX STAIRLIFT, _ little 
£300. Tel: 081-806 1944 (London). 


used. 


ELSWICK ENVOY CAR, X reg, 
driven from wheelchair. MOT Sept. 
3,400 mileage. Sunroof, offers. Also 
Booster Trophy Scooter, top model. 
Touch button panel. 8mph. Lights, indi- 
cators, rear mirror, good batteries, etc. 
Offers. Tel: (0403) 267150. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


\ve 

Te 
For a fast and efficient service contact 
Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


POWERCHAIRS & 

(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) at 

Nearly new, hardly used 

Electric Wheelchairs, 

Scooters, Batricars. 

All models wanted and for sale. 

The right one to suit your 

individual problem. 

Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 
021-357 4965. 
All major credit 
cards accepted 


We create specialist 
vehicles to carry 4 or 
5 passengers plus 
a wheelchair and its 
occupant in style 
and comfort at a reasonable price. We can 
build to suit your special requirements 
and funds. Converted vehicles in stock 
from £4,000. For details ring 
(0525) 852164 or (0836) 501763 anytime. 


ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
New and ex-demonstration models 
available at reduced prices. 
Part exchange. Old beds removed. 
Home visits if required. Tel: Concern for 
Comfort 081-810 9508. 


MANUAL LIGHTWEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(NEW & SECONDHAND [ALL TYPES]) 
¢ BOUGHT AND SOLD 
* REPAIRS, SERVICES AND ALTERATIONS 
¢ PARTS SUPPLIED ... FITTING AVAILABLE 
¢ HIRING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


GBL SERVICES 


¢ TRUE CHOICE OFFERED 
¢ LARGE SHOWROOM OPEN FOR 


¢ DEALERSHIP COVERING 
¢ UNIQUE MANUAL WHEELCHAIR 


¢ PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 
¢ HOME VISITS ARRANGED NATIONWIDE. 
¢ OPEN WEEKENDS BY APPOINTMENT 


ADVICE AND ALTERNATIVE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CONTACT 


JAMIE: UNIT E3 & E4, SHIELD BUSINESS CENTRE, SHIELD DRIVE, 
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX TW8 9EX. TEL: 081-569 8955. 


ELSWICK ENVOY, 15,000 miles, 
garaged, good condition, power steering, 
infra red. £2,300. Tel: 081-743 5140. 


BETA ELECTRIC SCOOTER with 
battery charger. £400 ono. Tel: (0424) 
225974. 


BATRICAR AIRE 3, factory recondi- 
tioned one year ago, little used since. LH 
£1,500. Tel: (0642) 485314 


controls 


(Redcar). 


C REG ESCORT 1600 auto; spec pas; 
servo brakes; elec windows; 3 door; 1 dis- 
abled owner from new; good condition - 
only 24,000 miles. Will throw in pwrd 
car for driver if wanted. £2,750 ono. Tel: 
(0942) 870853. 


LARK 4304 three wheel scooter with 
charging equipment. Very good condi- 
tion, little used. £900 ono. Tel: (0227) 
771522 (Whitstable). 


ELECTRIC LIFTING CHAIR. Good 


condition, £295. Tel: (0275) 847570 
(Bristol). 
ORTHO KINETICS electric lifting 


chair, back and foot rest move indepen- 
dently. Very good condition. £600 ono. 
Tel: (0420) 85499. 


BEC HORIZON 80 with kerb crawler, 
new batteries excellent condition. £850. 
Tel: (0524) 762459. 


B REG ELSWICK ENVOY auto. 9,000 
miles only. Power steering and brakes. 
Fitted to drive from NHS manual 
wheelchair. £3,500 ono. Tel: (0733) 
578641 (Peterborough). 


Disability Now is not responsible for the 
claims made in the advertisements it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


BEDDING PROTECTION! 
Mattress, duvet and pillow covers. 
Hospital quality PVC. Strong and 
soft. For brochure and price list, 
tel: (0494) 537833. DRYNIGHTS. 


RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 
purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


Chairman metro 1.3 E reg. Full MOT, 
18,000 miles. 2 private owners from 
new, excellent condition. £3,750 
ono. (Current price new £11,800.) 
Tel: Worcester (0905) 755020 TRADE 


T 
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A SPECIALIST FULLY-FITTED BATHROOM 
SERVICE FOR THOSE WITH DIFFERENT 
|NEEDS AND LIFESTYLES. 

WHICH WILL BRING A LITTLE 

SUNSHINE IN-TO YOUR LIFE. 


FREE DESIGN & 
PLANNING SERVICE ) 
TEL:NO 0734-302860 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


VIEWING & DEMOS. 
APPROXIMATELY 70 MODELS. 
INSURANCE SCHEME. 


MOTORISED INVALID CHAIR, 
electric chair with charger. Included 
holder for walking aid. Speedy, secure 
and easy to steer. In new condition, 
hardly used. Original cost (1992) over 
£2,000. Will sell £1,100. Contact Box 
No. C693. 


CHAIRMAN VISTA G reg. jam 
1,000 miles. Powder blue, rear entry ramp} 
for wheelchair, removable rear seat. FSH, 
MOT and tax to Jan °94. Tel: (0473) 
626366 or (0394) 382422 (evenings). 


AUSTIN METRO 1.3 city 3 door auto- 
matic. 1988 E, low mileage (30,560). 
Adapted for driving with one hand (can/ 
also be driven normally) - extended hand) 
brake, 9-way Page Magic ball. £2,500. 
Tel: 061-789 1753. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR,  Vessa) 
Vitesse mk 3. As new, £1,250 ono. Per- 
fect condition. Tel: (0629) 813488. 


WATERPROOF BED COVERS. £6.90 + vat 
Year guarantee. No crackle, remain soft. 

Waterproof carpet £7.29 + vat. Samples DN, 
Ollerton Hall, Knutsford, Ches 0565-650222. 


Nur, CYCLE FOR 
Ww" HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of 
special needs 


cycling equipment 


E P Cota THE | | 

PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED | | 
LIGHTWEIGHT, RIGID 

& FOLDING WHEELCHAIRS 


e Authorised dealer for Quickie, 
Swede and Action Technology 

e Home demonstration of products 

Servicing, spares and repairs 

e Adult and childrens wheelchairs 
FOR A BROCHURE OR FURTHER INFORMATION: 


Tel/Fax: 0252 547939 
156 Alexandra Road, Fammborough, 
Hants GU14 6RY 


OK OUR NEW OLEICE IN CONENERY 
Vel/Fan: O2038 122527 


AF company run by the disabled — far the disabled 


OXON §BERKS 
WHEELCHAIRS 


xs) SCOOTERS] 


WE ADVISE 0488 681653 |} 


WILTS FHANTS 


S. LINCS, large 5 bed adapted and 
extended house. Downstairs bed shower 
room and we. All amenities in village. 20 
minutes Grantham. £90,000 ono. Tel: 
(0666) 505954. 


A d P s Accessible 

AGAM LTICE Vehicles _ 

If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

Passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


COMPOSERS IN ACTION 
Forum for composers with disabilities 
July 19-30 


Composing, arranging, 
lyric-writing workshops. 
Introduction to MIDI-technology. 
One to one with a professional 
arranger and musicians. 

All music performed and recorded. 
For info (enclose SAE): 

Camilla Sheldon, 13 Sutherland Sq, 
London SE17 3EQ, tel: 071-708 5397. 


SS a 
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Strawberry Duck Holidays. 
Self-catering, newly adapted 
cottage. Complete wheelchair 
access, sleeps 4. Beautiful views, base 
of Peak District. Every comfort assured. 
Open all year. Phone Babs and Reg 
Brown (0260) 223591. 


| Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
| Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
| brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 

| London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


“SOUTHDOWN” 
A Holiday Home for the Disabled. 
4 St Mary’s Road, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Tel: (0255) 672790. 
Offering full board and an awareness 
of the holiday needs of our less 
mobile guests and their carers. 
RING OR WRITE FOR OUR BROCHURE 
(Administered by the Southend Holiday Home 
for the Disabled Trust - a registered charity.) 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 

{Sleeps up to 5. Comfortable, well- 

-| equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 7 berth 
caravan adapted for disabled 
people on Haven Site. For 
colour brochure. Tel: Shepway 
MS (0303) 242009. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
| Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
| Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


-|}NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
Minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


PENROSE BURDEN, CORNWALL 
Fully adapted holiday cottages for wheelchair 

users and their families. Superb rural area with 
outstanding views, dogs welcome. 1992 Holiday 

Care award winners. Open all year. Colour 

brochure, please write or ring R&N Hall, Penrose 
Burden, St. Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 
4\Z. Tel: (0208) 850277 or 850617. 


_ The Access Holiday Guide '93 Edition 
Enlarged & detailing many additional 
“Wheelchair Friendly Holiday Venues”. 
Excellent value at £3.25 inc p&p fro 
Access Holiday Guide, 7 Roundberry 
Drive, Salcombe, Devon, TQ8 8LY. 


Mar Y Sol - Tenerife. Wheelchair accessible 
apartments. Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
poolside bar, equipment hire. Ring today for 
video and cheapest prices on flights. 
Algarve - Portugal. Wheelchair friendly luxury 
villas in Portugal with swimming pools or 
mini hotel with adapted rooms. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. Tel: (0753) 685718. 


NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS. 
SELF CATERING COTTAGE IN 
HUTTON LE HOLE. SLEEPS FOUR + COT. 
FULLY EQUIPPED AND HEATED. 
LINEN PROVIDED. FACILITIES FOR 
THE DISABLED. WHEELCHAIR ACCESS. 
| DOGS WELCOME. PHONE 07515 7743. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 

SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 

i Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 

Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Tourist Board 4 keys and commended. 
Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


Llandeilo, West Wales. 3 comfortable well 
|equipped cottages specially for disabled 
| people and their families. Overlooked by 
|} 12th century castle and over-run by deer. 
}|Each cottage sleeps 4. Central heating, 
| CTV, laundry, fitness room. Large orchard 
|and a very warm welcome. Tel: Catherine 

McLoughlin (0558) 823059 for brochure. 


| Small ads in DN reach over 
| 70,000 people for just £3 a line 
| All small ads must be paid for in 

advance. To advertise, please 


use the form on the right. Send 
| it and a cheque for the total to 
| Disability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
} cent, London W1iN 4EQ. 
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ORLANDO, FLORIDA. HOLIDAY OF A 
LIFETIME! FOR DISABLED TRAVELLERS. 
Spacious luxury adapted bungalow. Free 
golf/tennis/swimming club. 3 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (one adapted). 
Cable tv. Telephone. 15 minutes Airport. 20 
minutes Disney etc. DON’T MISS IT! 
Contact paraplegic owner, Sue Fisher, 061- 
792 3029, 5 Park Lane, Broughton Park, 
Salford M7 OLB. Book early to avoid 
disappointment. 


Penzance, Cornwall. Modern self- 
contained 2 bedroom ground floor flat. 
Ideal for a person in a wheelchair. With 
suitable shower and toilet level. Situation 
close to all amenities. Full central 
heating. Linen all year round. Please ring 


(0736) 330406 for brochure. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. 
Fully adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Kings Sailing for the disabled. Sailing cruises for 
disabled and/or abled bodied people. With only 

four guests to care for the skipper and crew can 
provide that most essential personal touch. Sit 
back and enjoy or become totally involved, the 

choice is yours. Most competitively priced. Details: 
Tom or Anne King (0963) 34767. Or write to 5 
Rowan Close Wincanton, Somerset BAS 9SG. 


SALTHOUSE, N. Norfolk Coast. Mod- 
ernised cottage, sleeps 4-6. SAE Baker, 
35 Porson Road, Cambridge, tel: 358666. 


Play for people with profound and multi- 
ple learning disabilities - a two day train- 
ing course - Mon 12th and Tues 13th 
July 1993 to be held at Playtrac’s Training 
Suite, c/o Horizon NHS Trust Harperbury, 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, 
Hampshire. Fully equipped, 
completely wheelchair accessible, 
two-bedroom bungalwo. Sleeps six. 
Site near sea with access to New 
Forest, Bournemouth. Excellent site 
facilities 100 yards from chalet. 
Details, Mr P Cash, tel: (0425) 
72055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy 
access to beach, shop and camp 
facilities. Easily accessible for 
wheelchairs. Details, Mr P Cash, tel: 
(0425) 72055. 


Harper Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 9HQ. 
Cost: £110 + VAT. For further informa- 
tion, please contact Lyn Huddleston - 
Playtrac Administrator - address as 
above, tel: 0923-854861 ext 4385. 


WANTED 


HAND PROPELLED ADULT tricy- 
cle, suitable for touring. Tel: 031-657 


ST Ry -1EGADE.C SIH 3318. 


Short Term Respite Care Holiday 
7th -21st August, 1993 
Respite care holiday in Devon available to 
young people aged approximately 11-19 
years with a severe physical disability. This 
will be based at a residential school with 
experienced care staff. No charge to par- 
ents/carers. Funded by The Spastics Society 
and local Social Services departments. For 
more information please ring Mrs Tomlinson, 
Hon Secretary, South Devon Cerebral Palsy 
Society, (0803) 863071. (We would also 
welcome enquiries from carers of severely/ 
profoundly disabled young adults.) 


SWIVEL CAR SEAT, driver side. Tel: 
(0332) 558627 (Derby). 


I AM A WOMAN in her 40s recovering 
from ME. I am looking for accommoda- 
tion from June/July onwards. I would 
enjoy being companion/ friend to another 
person or live with a family. I do have to 
rest during the day. I am able to pay 
rent. Tel: (0962) 881636. 


PREGNANT AND DISABLED? If you 
are and you live within a reasonable dis- 
tance of North East London, then I 
would like to talk to you. I am a disabled 
woman doing a course about children and 
I need your help. Tel: 081-503 3612 
(evenings and weekends). 


Trenannick Cottages. Beautiful self 
catering cottages, 5 miles North Cornish 
coast. All tourist board commended, one 
category 3 national accessible scheme. 
From £88 per week. Jane or Keith Berry, 

Trenannick, Warbstow, Launceston, 
Cornwall, PL15 8RP. Tel: 056681 443. 


KINGS 
FUND 


CENTRE 


THE PRINCE OF WALES’ 


\ | 
LIVING OPTIONS otto saucony cnour 
PARTNERSHIP %%ger OY OS*8U 


NETWORK COORDINATOR 
SALARY RANGE £21,795 - £31,058 


Living Options Partnership is working to ensure disabled people are at the centre of plan- 
ning, implementing and evaluating services. We wish to appoint a CO-ORDINATOR to: 


* facilitate local service development initiatives by working as a consultant/adviser, to 
service agencies and groups of disabled people wishing to become a Living Options 
Partnership Area. 


* build a network between Living Options Partnership Areas, organise seminars and 
conferences, and contribute to other Living Options Partnership work. 


We are seeking-a person who has an understanding of disability issues, community care 
policies, and experience of working with organisations of disabled people, and service 
agencies. The post holder must be able to communicate and negotiate effectively at all 
levels, provide advice, information exchange, and support networking and service devel- 
opment throughout the country. An ability to travel, work independently, and participate 
as a member of Living Options Partnership team is essential. 


This is a part-time post (4 days per week) for a fixed period of 18 months. 
Living Options Partnership actively encourages disabled people to apply for this post. 


Living Options Partnership is a joint venture between the Prince of Wales’ Advisory 
Group on Disability and the King’s Fund Centre. 


For an application form please telephone our 24 hour answerphone on 071 267 9461 
or write to the Office Manager, King’s Fund Centre, 126 Albert Street, London NW1 7NF. 
The information for the post is provided on tape. 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications is Friday 16th July, 1993. Shortlisting 
will be on Friday 23rd July, and interviews will be held on Wednesday 28th July, 1993. 


The King’s Fund Centre, which is accessible to disabled people, operates a no smoking 
policy. The King’s Fund is committed to equal opportunities in its employment and all its 
activities. 
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CLASSIFIED 33 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
*+OR PEOPLE WTH CER? BRAL PA SY 


Personal Assistant and Executive Secretary to the Chief Executive 
Salary in the region of £18,000 

To manage the Chief Executive's office and provide confidential, comprehensive 
secretarial and administrative support to the new Chief Executive. We are looking for 


a diplomatic self starter, prepared to take on responsibilities. Personal abilities and 
organisational skills are more important than formal secretarial qualifications. 


Closing date: 14 June 1993 


For job description and application form contact The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ, tel: 071-636 5020 ext 273 or 217. 


We particularly welcome applications from people with disabilities 
WORKING TOWARDS 


EQUALITY 


BIRMINGHAM DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTRE 


Equipment Pool Coordinator 
£15,669 pa. 


Based at the Disability Resource Centre, the Equipment Pool provides a range of techni- 
cal equipment available on a loan basis to people with disabilities who wish to go into 
further education or vocational training. 

The Coordinator will be responsible for managing the Equipment Pool & promoting it to 
potential clients & training providers. S/he must have personal experience of Disability, 
be able to demonstrate a familiarity with computer hardware & software & be able to run 
an effective system of stock control. 

It is essential that the applicant has full use of a car. 

This post is initially for one year. 

Application forms & job description from the administration office, Birmingham Disability 
Resource Centre, Bierton Road Centre, Bierton Road, South Yardley, Birmingham B25 
8PQ, tel: 021-789 7365, minicom: 021-789 9230, fax: 021-785 0104. 


Closing date 11th June 1993. 


i al bE 4 i f F creating work opportunities for disabled people 


The aim of the Graduate Support Scheme is to offer quality work experience placements 
to students with disabilities. 


CO-ORDINATOR 
CIRCA £20,000 


An exciting opportunity has arisen to work as the co-ordinator for the Workable graduate 
support scheme in the East London area. This post is initially for one year, and is being 
funded by The London Docklands Development Corporation. 


We are looking for someone who has the ability to work unsupervised, take responsi- 
bility and use initiative. A flexible approach to people and problem solving and sensitive 
awareness of the issues concerning disabled people is essential. 


Good communication and negotiation skills are necessary, ability to use a word 
processor and database will be required. 


We welcome applications from disabled people. 


Interviews will be held during week commencing 14 June 1993. For an application 
form/further details contact: Miss H Murison, CO5 Victoria House, 98 Victoria Street, 
London SW1E SJL, tel: 071-915 0054. 


Apprenticeship Scheme for 
disabled people in the arts 


@ The Arts Council wishes to appoint a free-lance Co- 
ordinator to set up its new Apprenticeship Scheme for 
disabled people in the arts. This follows from the 
publication of the Report on the Initiative to Increase 
the Employment of Disabled People in the Arts. 


@ The appointment in the first instance will be for 12 
months. 

The work will be part-time - equivalent of 2 and half 
days a week 

The fee will be £18,000 pro rata. 


@ It is expected that only disabled people would have 
the necessary experience required. 


@ Closing date: Monday 28 June 1993 


@ Further details (available on tape/large print on 
request) from: Arts and Disability Unit, Arts Council 
of Great Britain, 14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 
3NQ. Tel: 071 973 6511 (24 hr ansaphone) 071 973 
6557 (minicom office hours). 


‘4 ARTS COUNCIL 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


au ciempmmmeennies {Me fot den il Aloe doe bee | ee ey Hey S| (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inc 


lusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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34 CLASSIFIED 


AVON COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


is a fast expanding organisation controlled by disabled people which campaigns 
for equality of opportunity for disabled people in Avon. 


We require DISABLED PEOPLE to fill the following posts:- 


CO-ORDINATOR 
Salary: £18,615 - £20,238 (35 hours) ae 

To manage the organisation through major changes. The post involves supervision 
of the work force, strategic planning, budgeting, fundraising and campaigning. 


INDEPENDENT LIVING PROJECT WORKER 
Salary: £15,669 - £18,231 (35 hours) 
To support disabled people in Avon in setting up and developing independent living 
arrangements and to develop appropriate service brokerage. 


ACODP is striving to become an Equal Opportunities Employer and is based 
in accessible premises. 
Application forms available from: Jill Hawkins, ACODP, Easton Community Centre, 
Kilburn Street, Bristol BS5 GAA. Telephone: (0272) 412063 (voice & minicom) 


Applications welcome in braille/tape. Closing date: 25th June 1993. 


OF INDEPENDENT Advice 
G 


Wes 


DIAL UK AND FIAC 


are looking for a part-time (2 days per week) 


Management 
Development Adviser 


Salary: in the region of £18,000 pro rata 


This is a challenging opportunity to help disability advice centres by 
providing them with management development advice and information and 
encouraging initiatives in good practice. 

Work will also include advising disability advice centres on funding and 
commissioning management consultancies and training courses. 


DIAL UK 
The Divability Helpline 


You will already have knowledge of current work and practice in 
management development in voluntary agencies. 

The job will be based in London but will involve some travel. 
Closing date for applications: 5pm Friday 25 June 
Interviews: Friday 9 July 


Further details and an application form are available from: 
FIAC, 13 Stockwell Road, London SW9 9AU. 


Telephone: 071-274 1839 


Applications are particularly encouraged from people with disabilities. 
This post is funded by the Department of Health. 


Playworkers -s gow 


Scale 4/5 £10,854 - £13,659 


Are you an experienced playworker looking for a new challenge? 
Would you like to become part of a 25 strong playwork team? 


You must be able to show commitment to working in a non-discriminatory way 
and be able to recognise the needs of alll children in the community. Experience of 
supporting local people in taking an active part in the management of play projects 
is essential as is a commitment to and understanding of the role of volunteers. 
It is also essential to have had experience in organising and participating in 
children’s play activities. 

Interviews for the posts will be held separately, so if you wish to apply for more 
than one post please complete the appropriate number of applications. 


Balloon Wood - This is a job share post of 181/2 hours per week 


The playground is on the outer edge of the City and serves a newly developed 
housing estate with a multi-racial population. The vacancy has occurred because 


one of the team of three playworkers has opted for a job-share arrangement. 
Ref. LC/JSO5 


Tennyson Street - 37 hours per week 


The play centre is in an inner-city area which has a large population of 
African Caribbean families and experience of working in the black community would 
be an advantage. Ref. LC/0467 


St Anns - 37 hours per week 


APPLICATIONS FOR THIS POST WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED FROM PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. 
The play centre is in an inner-city area of Nottingham with a high level of 
unemployment as well as many families on low incomes. The site and play building 
are currently undergoing renovations, funded through City Challenge, some of which 
will improve access for people with disabilities. The successful applicant will share 
the duties with two other playworkers as part of a play team. Ref. LC/0270 
Applications are particularly welcome from women, Asians, African Caribbeans 
and disabled people as they are currently under represented among our employees. 
Application forms and further details are available from the Personnel Manager, 
Chief Executive’s Department, The Guildhall, Nottingham NG1 4BT. 
Tel: (0602) 350700. Answerphone service in operation from 4.30 pm to 8.30 am. 
Please quote appropriate reference on all correspondence and enquiries. 
Closing date: Noon, 21st June 1993. Interviews to be held 
week commencing 18th July 1993. 


S74 NOTTINGHAM |_| 


FIND-A-FRIEND 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque or 
postal order for £3 pay- 


able to Disability Now 
with your ad. This is to 
help cover our costs. 


DISABLED FEMALE, 46, seeks fun- 
loving male who is caring, reliable and 
affectionate. I enjoy music, socialising 
and having company at home. Would like 
to find someone who is special. Send 
photo and reply. East London area. Box 
No.542. 


MALE, 48, DIVORCED. Somewhat 
disabled but moderately mobile scooter 
pilot. Slightly poverty-stricken but own 
home in north Wirral. Interests include 
rock, country, good beer, computers, 
writing, photography, reading and ani- 
mals - also voluntary work. I am seeking 
a lady (preferably local) who, like me, is a 
caring, sincere, literate non-smoker, dis- 
abled or not, to share my interests and 
perhaps more. Photo appreciated. I also 
want penfriends, particularly — those 
involved in the care, rehabilitation and 
retraining of people with mental prob- 
lems, with a view to exchanging informa- 
tion. Box No. 543. 


CRICKET LOVER, male, 68, disabled. 
Seeks help from another friendly cricket 
fan, who goes to the Oval in his own car 
from Haslemere, Godalming and Guild- 
ford area. I am beginning to find public 
transport difficult now. Share expenses. 
Box No. 544. 


YOUNG LADY AMPUTEE with trou- 
blesome artificial leg, wishes to meet lady 
using under arm crutches for advice and 


help. Box No.545. 


MALE, 32, SINGLE, profoundly deaf, 
full-time work, own car. Interests include 
photography, swimming, travel, sightsee- 
ing Bice Seeks deaf/slightly 
disabled /able-bodied non-smoking 
female 20/35 for friendship/relationship. 
South East. Please reply as soon as possi- 
ble. Box No. 546. 


VERY ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 27, 
with spina bifida, seeks long-term rela- 
tionship with an attractive, caring, sin- 
cere, affectionate, sensual, able-bodied 
man from the York or Hull area. ’m a 
non-smoker, social drinker, cat owner 
and full-time student. My interests are 


There is a short waiting list for Find-A- 
Friend ads. Do not worry if your advert 


is not in immediately, it will probably 
| appear next month. 


film, theatre, music, foreign travel and 
cuddling! Photo please. Box No. 547. 


MOTHER OF BRIGHT 2 year old boy 
with athetoid cp would like to meet adult 
with similar physical problems for advice 
with personal hindsight. Oxford area. 
Box No. 548. 


VERY LONELY, disabled with walking 
difficulties. Anybody willing to corre- 
spond please, all letters answered. Thank 
you. Box No. 549. 


YOUNG MAN, would like to meet 
young lady 30-40 age group. I am outgo- 
ing and friendly and like the cinema, 
playing pool, going out and having fun. I 
use a wheelchair and walk with sticks. 
Box No. 550. 


VERY LONELY 50 year old lady seek- 
ing kind, caring male companion. I am 
5ft 6in tall and not too bad looking with 
brown hair and blue eyes. I hope you are 
not embarrassed to push me in a 
wheelchair (though I can walk very 
slowly with a stick). I was abandoned by 
my husband because of my MS and now 
live alone so let’s get together. You won’t 
be disappointed. Box No. 551. 


FREELANCE WRITER, 40, mild cp, 
seeks disabled or able-bodied lady for 
intimate relationship and mutual fulfil- 
ment on a casual basis. All replies 
answered. Box No. 552. 


FRENCHMAN, 27, living in Paris, 
seeks British lady penfriends, 25-35, 
able-bodied or disabled (prefer paraplegic 
or amputee) for transchannel friendship. 
Interests include travel, music and litera- 
ture. Box No. 553. 


FEMALE, 32, single, independent, 
demanding, intelligent, loyal and enthusi- 
astic, from West Midlands, seeks inter- 
esting sensitive male with good sense of 
humour (preferably able-bodied for prac- 
tical reasons) for friendship/relationship. 
Box No. 554. 


I AM MALE, age 34, dark hair, blue 
eyes, 5ft 7in tall, live on my own. My 
hobbies are pool, darts, going out, watch- 
ing television. I am a kind, loving person 
and would like to hear from some female 
with similar interests. Box No. 555. 


GAY GUY, young 40s, fully mobile, 
working, with car and wheelchair- 
friendly bungalow, seeks friends. Inter- 
ests include travel, music, out and about 
socialising/entertaining, swimming etc. 
Please write soon. Box No. 556. 


MAN FROM KENYA, would like a dis- 
abled girlfriend aged between 18-30 
years, must be non-smoker, for friend- 
ship, romance and possible marriage. Box 
No. 557. 


FEMALE (NOT DISABLED) wishes 
to correspond and maybe meet with sin- 
gle disabled/able-bodied male 37-45. 
Graduate/professional type preferred. 
Must be car owner and driver with sense 
of humour who enjoys music, travelling. 
Photograph? Staffordshire/ Midlands 
area. Box No. 558. 


GOOD LOOKING para. Early 30s, 
professional, still a bit of a lad. Would 
like to meet an able-bodied female for 
friendship because I’m lonely. Box No. 
559. 


To reply to a Find-A-Fnend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2. 


Anybody Any Age Able-bodied or 
Disabled. Choose Your Own Ideal 
Relationship. Mutual Essential Links, 
1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire 
CW9 5HL. Tel. O606 49093 (24hrs). 
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For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street > 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


riends inneed 


DISABLED PARTNERS 
Being disabled need not be a 
handicap. Are you lonely, bored 
and longing to make new friends? 
WE CAN HELP - CALL US 
We specialise in establishing new 
friends and relationships for 
all able bodied and disabled 
people nationwide. 

WE CAN HELP - CALL US NOW @ 8 


081 676 0396 AR 


RECREATION DEPARTMENT 


term contract of 1 year.) 


Section on 0742 619163. 


TUESDAY 15 JUNE. 


The “ACCESS THE POTENTIAL” project which is based in Hackney, 
London requires a TRAINING ACCESS PROJECT WORKER 


For an initial fixed term of 12 months (which may be extended to 18 
months) to develop and launch a series of projects which will enable 
people with learning difficulties, mental distress and other disabilities 
to gain access to vocational educational training programmes. The 
successful candidate will have experience of working with the public, 
private and voluntary sectors and be able to demonstrate an under- 
standing of the issues faced by disabled people. The ability to work 
on your own initiative is essential. 


The salary will be between £17,000 and £18,000 per annum 
depending on experience and qualifications. If you are interested 
in applying for the post, please telephone or write to the address 

below for a recruitment pack. 


CSC Recruitment, CSC House, 99-101 Kingsland Road, 
London E2 8AG. Tel: 071-729 2336. 


The closing date for applications is 25th June 1993. 
Interviews will be held on 15th July 1993. 


The “Access the Potential” project is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 
This post is only open to disabled applicants. 


Special Olympics UK Development Officer 


(This post is part funded by the Sports Council and is offered for a fixed 


£15,669-£16,710 per annum 
Sheffield is hosting the UK Special Olympics this Summer. 


This is a challenging post and we are seeking someone who can work in 
partnership with a number of organisations (eg DISPORT, various disabilit 
consultative groups) both before and after the event to develop sports an 
leisure opportunities for people with disabilities. This will culminate in 
drawing up a development plan as a starting point for future initiatives. 


The successful candidate will have an awareness of disability issues (par 
ticularly learning difficulties) within a sports context and good organisatio 
al and negotiating skills. Enthusiasm and self motivation are essential. 


For an informal chat phone Brian Peck from the Community Recreation 


We particularly welcome applications from black people, women, and peo 
ple with disabilities who are under-represented at this level of work: 
Section 38(1)b of the Race Relations Act 1976 and Section 48(1)b of the 
Sex Discrimination Act 1975 apply. 


APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER DETAILS FROM THE PERSONNEL 
SECTION, RECREATION DEPARTMENT, PO BOX 151, MEERSBROOK 
PARK, BROOK ROAD, SHEFFIELD S8 9FL, TEL: 0742 500500 EXT 282, 
TO WHERE COMPLETED FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY 


Working towards 


equal opportunities. 
Job sharers welcome. 


Smoking Policy 
in operation 
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CAREY GARDENS CO-OPERATIVE LTD 


DEPUTY CO-OPERATIVE MANAGER 
Salary: NIC P.O.1. £19,806-21,195 (Inclusive of Inner London Weighting) 
Pay Award pending from July 1993. 


Carey Gardens Co-operative Ltd, acting as managing agents and with the full support of 
Wandsworth Council, is a low rise maisonette estate in Battersea, London. It has 403 
Units which includes a Sheltered Scheme with its independent Warden Support System. 


We are aiming to provide the best management service in the Country. Therefore we are 
looking for a Deputy Manager who will be fully committed to supporting the Co-operative 
Manager and Management Committee in achieving this objective. You will report to the 
Co-operative Manager and will be responsible for the day to day management and 
administration of the Co-op. You will supervise a team of three Caretakers. 


Based in our on site purpose built office, you will have the ability to carry out the following: 


* Housing Management * Leasehold Management * Supervision of Staff * Community 
Liaison * Developing Equal Opportunities * Administrative tasks. 


if you can demonstrate achievement in the above and are committed to genuine resi- 
dent control, this is a real opportunity to develop your skills and talents. 


In addition to an excellent salary package, we can offer generous staff conditions which 
include Permanent Health Insurance. 


The estate has no lifts and therefore the post will be unsuitable 
for permanent wheelchair users. 


If you require a Recruitment Information Pack, please phone 
081 871 7829 (24 hour answerphone.) 


CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 


< a 
APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY 16 JULY 1993. = WSs 
“ 
CAREY GARDENS CO-OPERATIVE LTD. ae a 


Pursuing Equal Opportunities "54 ae 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


— WORKING TOWARDS — 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


The Social Services Department particularly welcomes 
applications from African/Caribbean and Asian people and 
people with disabilities as they are under represented in 
the department. (Race Relations Act 1976 Section 38 (1) 


(b) applies). 


SOCIAL WORKER (FIXED TERM) 


(PART-TIME) 


LOCATION: ROYAL UNITED HOSPITAL, FORBES 
FRASER WING, COMBE PARK, BATH BA1 3NG 
Salary Grade: QSW £12,438 - £18,231 (pro rata) 
Hours: 18.5 per week 


The newly formed Children’s Health and Disability Team has two 

major responsibilities:- 

(a) To provide a range of services to disabled children, children 
with chronic health aoe me their carers, in the 
Bath/Wansdyke area; and — - 

(b) To provide a social work input t to the children’ s wards at the 
Royal United Hospital in Bath. 


We now require a qualified Social Worker (Dip. SW, CQSW, or 
CSS) for a fixed term period from July 1993 to March 1995. 


If you are the successful applicant you will have the opportunity 
to participate in the development and provision of a range of 
statutory services to disabled children in both a community and 
a hospital setting. 


Your responsibilities will include formal assessments of need, 
convening and co-ordinating multi-disciplinary activity with 
Health, Education, Voluntary and Private Sector Workers, as 
well as direct work with disabled young people and their carers. 
Your previous experience must include a significant amount of 
involvement in child protection cases and you should be able to 
demonstrate both investigative and therapeutic success in this 
area of work. 


For an informal discussion after you have seen the job descrip- 
tion please contact: Tony Fehler, Team Manager, Royal United 
Hospital, Forbes Fraser Wing, Combe Park, Bath BA2 3NG. Tel. 
Bath (0225) 825307. 


An application form can be obtained from the Social Services 
Department, Personnel Office, 3rd Floor, Lewis House, Bath 
BA1 1G, or by telephoning our direct line on Bath (0225) 
332112. (This is an answer phone before and during office 


VW 


Please quote reference number SS/08780/6K 
when asking for forms which must be returned by 
18th June 1993. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 
ager, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 

12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 

Tel: 071225251362. 
Fax: 071-237 8019, 


Deadlines for July 
issue: booking by 11 
June, camera ready 
artwork/copy by 15 
June. 


NEWS QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. Manchester United 

2. Disability Living 
Allowance 3. The Guardian 
4. Damages for racial dis- 
crimination and victimisa- 
tions within the force 

5. £8 per head 6. Ann 
Robinson 7. Oliver Tambo 
8. Sri Lanka 9. Monica 
Seles 10. The Liberal 
Democrats 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Mencap 

5. Prolix 6. Channel 

9. Evince 11. Antigua 

12. Driest 14. Lovely 
153E.C 16. Space 18. Satan 
20. Guessing 21. Kerosene 
22. Big 

DOWN: 1.Michael 2. Can 
3. Dominica 4. Axle 

5. Plead 7. Activity 

8. Niggling 10. Caste 

13. Rep 16. Sheen 

17. Climb 18. Sulk 

19. Agog 


CLASSIFIED 35 


READVERTISEMENT 


D A ! [MAGAZINE 


DAIL MAGAZINE, THE LARGEST DISABILITY ARTS PUBLICATION IN 
EUROPE, IS SEEKING APPLICATIONS FOR THE POST OF 


EDITOR 


We are seeking someone with the following skills who can build on the exciting work 
of the past six years and push the profile of Disability Arts even higher. You will need: 
A good knowledge of the Disability Arts world. 
Ability to communicate effectively in written English. 
Experience of the mechanics of putting a publication together. 
Ability to control budgets. 
* Ability to work to deadlines. 


Salary - £16,110 (incl. London Weighting. NJC APT & C scale) 


For details of how to apply please contact: DAIL Magazine, 5 Crowndale Road, 
London, NW1 1TU. Tel: 071-387 5911 (voice and minicom) 


This post is only open to disabled people. 
DAIL is an equal opportunities employer. 
Closing date for applications is 25th June 1993. Interview date is 5th July 1993. 


ott ASS °c, LEWISHAM ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


‘aa: 
BO. 


“with yp? 


We would like to appoint a disabled person to this post which entails organising 
meetings in connection with LAPD’s work and disability issues, assisting local 
disability groups, raising awareness of disability issues through consultation, 

advice and training, and undertaking research or project work as necessary. 


FULL TIME DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
%® Salary £14,523 (inc London Weighting) 


The Development Worker will also have responsibility for recruiting 
and supporting LAPD’s volunteers. 


LAPD is an Equal Opportunities employer although our toilet facilities 
are not fully accessible. 


Job description and application form (available in large print) from: 
LAPD, 67 Engleheart Road, Catford, London SE6 2HN. 
Telephone: 081 698 3775. Minicom: 081 695 0797. 


Closing Date: Thursday 17 June. Interview: Thursday 13 July. 


INFORMATION WORKER: 
DATABASE/LIBRARY/ 
PUBLICATIONS 


Lambeth ACCORD is a voluntary organisation seeking to promote the social 
and economic integration of disabled people into the community. 


LAMBETH ACCORD 


Our Information Resource is now looking for a skilled and experienced Information 
Worker to develop and maintain our database and library service. The Information 
Worker will also use the latest |.T. to develop a range of publications, such as 
leaflets and fact-sheets. 


We are looking for someone who is computer-literate, able to make databases work 
for the community, good at cataloguing and organising library materials, with the 
enthusiasm to take part in planning disability information services for the future. 


You should be able to work as part of a team, as well as on your own initiative. 
You should have good keyboard, admin and organising skills, be aware of the 
information needs of disabled people, and be able and willing to work within an 
equal opportunities framework, respecting the confidentiality of our enquirers. 


If you meet these requirements and more, contact Julie Lucas for full information 
and an application form at 336 Brixton Road, London SW9 7AA. Tel: 071 274 
2299 (Minicom 071 978 8765 for deaf and hard of hearing people only). 


Salary: £16,191 


Closing Date: 16th June 1993. 
Interview Date: on/near 25th June 


Lambeth ACCORD is an Equal Opportunities Employer with fully accessible premis- 
es. We invite applications from disabled people and from all sections of the com- 
munity. Registered charity no: 289069. 


Assistant Producer 


Continuing Education & Training 


BBC Education 


A 9 month contract is available at the Assistant Producer level to work on the CET Television series 
See Hear! starting in September 1993. 

We are looking for people with ideas of how a long running series of programmes, which is aimed 
at a specific target audience, can maintain and increase its reputation as the leading provider of deaf 


programmes in Europe. 


Experience of video and studio production is essential as the successful candidate would be 
working directly to one of the two Producers in the team which produces 40 programmes a year on a 
fortnightly studio turnaround. We are not looking for studio directing experience. 

It is essential that you have the life experience of a deaf or hard of hearing person in order to 
recognise the kind of stories which are of interest, as well as the ability to give these stories 


mainstream appeal. 


You must be familiar with different forms of graphics presentation, as this is an aspect of our work 


which we hope to develop. 


Salary £17,928 - £24,541 p.a. plus an allowance of £3,130 p.a. Based West London. 

Applications from deaf and hard of hearing candidates are particularly welcome as they are 
currently under-represented in the BBC Education Directorate. 

For further information and a video in BSL for profoundly deaf applicants contact Bryn Brooks 
on 081-752 4696 voice or textphone. 

For an application form telephone (quote ref. 12425/DI) Julia Hall on 081-752 5116. 

Application forms to be returned by June 11th. 


WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


Disability Now June 1993 


MOTABILITY DRIVERS CAN 
DRIVE AWAY A PANDA SELECTA 
AUTOMATICALLY. 


Our no deposit offer makes it even 
easier to drive away an automatic Fiat 
Panda Selecta. 

To start with, there’s the electronic 
continuously variable transmission 
(ECVT). It automatically selects the 
right gear from an infinite number 
of ratios, giving smoother driving, 
whatever the ‘road conditions. Then 
there’s the fully independent front 
suspension, and at the rear, Fiat’s unique 
Omega system absorbs potholes and 
provides better road handling. 

That’s not all. The Selecta has a 
Fully Integrated Robotised Engine 
(FIRE) which has 30% fewer moving 
parts and achieves up to 54.3 mpg* 

To you and me that means robot- 
like reliability and lower running costs. 


Costs are further reduced by 


contract hiring through Motability 
Finance, as all scheduled servicing and 
routine maintenance is included. Or of 
course you can buy outright or Hire 
Purchase your new Selecta. 

Either way you automatically get 


the Fiat Aftercare package: 


FIAT ANTI-PERFORATION WARRANTY 


All Pandas come with an 8 


year anti-perforation warranty 


and a 3 year paintwork warranty. 


Plus a year’s manufacturer’s warranty 
and a year’s AA Assurance membership. 

To find out more about a car that’s 
big on classic style and small on petrol 
consumption, call free on 0800 717000 or 
contact your local dealer. 

You’ll find a Panda Selecta is the 


automatic choice. 


DESIGNED FOR LIFE PF/IJA/TI 


*FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES AS FOLLOWS: URBAN CYCLE 35.8 MPG, CONSTANT 56 MPH - 53.3 MPG, CONSTANT 75 MPH - 38.7 MPG. 


Disability Now June 1993 


